WWI Review Sheet
Causes of World War I:

· Rising Nationalism
· Arms Race

· Failure of Balance of Power Diplomacy

· Decline of multi-ethnic empires

· Imperialism

· Military planning and related economics

Germany:
· Was founded in 1871 by Bismarck after the German victory over France in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871.
· Berlin had become a center of modern learning:

· Philosophy

· Physics

· Engineering: Diesel, Hertz, Mach
· The major industries at the turn of the century were steel and coal. → one of the most powerful industrial nation in Europe. 

· World’s leading manufacturer of artificial dyes: Badische Anilin- und
Soda-Fabrik (Baden Aniline and Soda Factory )
· The prize for Germany during the Franco-Prussian war were the (mixed ethnic) provinces of Alsace-Lorraine.(used to be French, mainly consists of French. Also, there were a lot of coal mines there)
· France was humiliated and the loss of Alsace-Lorraine was a national trauma which France could not recuperate.
Kaiser Wilhelm II
· Ascended to the throne in 1888, broke the peace his father tried to hold
· Envied England
· Conservative institutions (monarchy)

· Progressive

· Industrial

· Imperial Navy (1871~1919) One of the largest maritime forces
· Few social problems

· Large empire

· Believer in Alfred Thayer Mahan’s The Influence of Sea Power Upon History
- By 1909 they had over 60,000km of railroad constructed → surpassed Great Britain
· Between 1909 and 1911 Germany built nine Dreadnoughts  

· In 1913, Germany widened the Kiel Canal to allow easy passage of the Dreadnoughts from the Baltic to the North Sea
-scattered colonies in Africa and the Pacific
-unsettled lands with no interest to other European powers (no resources and colonial markets)
Enemies: France, Russia, the UK. Why?
France: Aggrieved and Ambitious
· They believed Alsace-Lorraine were “national” provinces of France and should be returned.
· Felt the Germany was their greatest enemy but were diplomatically isolated.

· France and Ottoman:

· By the late 1800’s The Ottoman Empire had begun to fall apart.
· Why?

· Mismanagement

· Refusal to modernize
· Pressures of Nationalism
· Imperial ambitions of modern European powers
· In 1848 France took Algeria
· In 1881 France took Tunisia, after this other European countries want a piece too.
British Empire
· The largest Empire in the world “The sun never sets on the British Empire.”(colonies all over the world)
· Most powerful navy in the world.

· Most consistently democratic nation in Europe, since 1600s.
· Britain and Ottoman:
· In 1882 Britain declared Egypt a protectorate(because they want to control the Suez Canal so other nations would have to pay to get access to India and Asia through sea) and the Ottoman were fully pushed out.
· In 1906 Russia and Britain divided Persia (modern day Iran).  Each claimed roughly half of it as being under their sphere of influence.  Centuries of Ottoman influence in Persia comes to an end.

1882: The Triple Alliance:
· A “defensive” alliance is formed between:
· Germany

· Austria-Hungary
· Italy

· The purpose of which is to provide for the common defense against Russian ambitions in the Balkans(Serbs, Bulgarians, Romanians and Russians were all Slavs, racial brothers) and against French attempts at retaking Alsace-Lorraine or the Italian piedmont.

Austro-Hungarian Empire
· Austro-Hungarian Empire was a mix of as many as 15 different ethnic groups.
· It was organized as a series of monarchies with a shared king and a number of administrative districts.

· Each ethnic group was given a great deal of autonomy in its own district.  This led to a great weakness in administrative capacity as well as in the Empire’s ability to act as a unified whole.

· Many districts limited the number of rail lines connecting it with other districts which led to large numbers of railroads that went nowhere outside of a small region. (communication among different districts was inconvenient)
Russia: The Stumbling Giant
· Russia very much wanted to be considered a Continental power.
· Russia and the Ottoman Empire were traditionally enemies.

· This brought Russia into conflict with the Austro-Hungarian Empire who also wanted to expand into the Balkans as the Ottoman Empire continued to shrink.

· Russia’s main goal was to gain control of the Dardanelles, the strait connecting the Black Sea to the Mediterranean.  90% of all Russian grain exports and almost all of Russian industrial imports came through the Dardanelles.

· While Russia preferred to ally itself with Germany, Germany’s support of Austria-Hungary made this impossible. Russia needed to seek friends elsewhere→
1894: France and Russia
· In 1894, Russia found the ally it had been looking for.
· France, with few friends and money to spend was more than happy to sign a defensive agreement with Russia.

· The French began investing heavily in Russia, in industry, in finance, and most importantly…in railroads!

· Now the Central Powers had potential enemies on both sides.  The masses of Russia faced them in the East and the vengeful industrial might of France in the West.

1904-1905
· 1904-1905 Russo-Japanese War: Russians were soundly defeated by Japan. Makes France feel insecure (the Whites were supposed to beat Asians)
· 1904 France and Britain sign the Entente Cordiale. The agreement basically divided the Africa and Asia into British and French spheres of influence. This agreement was intended to prevent conflict between the two great powers.

· It made the Germans feel isolated and so they began a program of military buildup, a program that the British and French would attempt to match.

Germany, being surrounded: The Schlieffen Plan 1904
· In response to the Entente Cordiale, the German High Command worked to come up with a plan that would allow Germany to fight and win a two front war.
· First: France would be able to mobilize its army quickly while Russia would take much more time. As such, Germany must knock France out of the war in no less than 42 days so that the German army could turn and face the Russians.
· All soldiers were trained and then sent home, when the war broke out they reassembled.

· In order for the plan to be successful, Germany would need to avoid French fortifications on the Franco-German borders. 
· The only way to do this would be to pass through neutral Belgium.

· The hope was that the Belgians would allow the Germans to pass through unmolested.

· When the French moved back to defend their northern border, the Germans would break through the fortifications in the East and surround and destroy the French army.

· The French would be forced to surrender and the Germans could then put their troops back on the trains and move them back to the East to deal with the Russians.  

· In order for the plan to work, timing was of the essence.

· According to the experts, to the German High Command, this was the only way that Germany could win the war. Railroads were the crucial point, so they put the smartest people on the planning of railroad. Everything hinged on timetables prepared years in advance.  Timetables that allocated resources and rolling stock at specific times and places. The German war machine was a finely timed and organized machine. Any deviation from the plan would lead to failure and ultimate disaster.
· Risk: Belgium might not let them pass. And this held them for 5 days.
In Russia: 1905 Bloody Sunday
· A group of workers and their families marched through St. Petersburg to ask the Czar to help them get better working conditions.
· Soldiers attacked the workers and killed almost 100 people.

· Weeks of strikes, mutinies, and violence followed all across Russia.

· The Czar publishes the October Manifesto promising democratic reforms which he then blocks with the aid of bureaucrats and the army.  

· Russia continues to slide into political and social instability.

First and Second Moroccan Crises
· After the French had gained authority over Morocco in 1904.
· Kaiser Wilhelm II went to Morocco and made a speech supporting Moroccan independence. 

· France and Germany both began mobilizing their armies.

· War was avoided when France, Britain, Spain, Italy and the U.S. all supported the French position and Wilhelm was forced to back down.

· In 1911, when a rebellion broke out in Morocco, Germany sent a gunboat to “protect German interests”.

· The French and British both viewed this as interference in a French sphere of influence.  

Italy: Wants a piece!
· For too long the Italians felt excluded from the division of the Ottoman Empire.
· In 1911, the Italians took Libya and the Dodecanese Islands from the Ottomans.

· The Ottoman’s inability to prevent the Italian conquest of the territory made them look weaker than ever.

· National groups in the Balkans used this opportunity to rebel in 1913 and launch a war against the Ottoman Empire.

1913 Balkan War: 
· In 1913, Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, and Montenegro all declared war against the Ottoman Empire to free related ethnic groups still held under Ottoman political sway.
· The Ottoman Empire was defeated, but not before Austria-Hungary intervened. In order to keep Serbia from gaining access to a land port on the Adriatic, Austria-Hungary helped to form Albania. This was an attempt to limit Serb influence in the Balkans.

· Both Germany and Austria-Hungary saw Serbia as a Russian satellite state and one that could not be allowed to become overly powerful.

Germany and the Ottoman Empire
· With the crumbling of the Ottoman Empire accelerating, the Young Turks looked for help to the only empire not nibbling away at their territory: Germany.
· In 1913, Germany sent advisors to help the Ottomans rebuild their army and modernize their nation. Also, in Saudi Arabia there was a new type resource, oil.
· The Turks went so far as to place a German general, Limon von Sanders, in charge of guarding the Dardanelles.

· For the Russians, this was the worst of all imaginable scenarios. German control of the Dardanelles would mean that Russia could be cut off from almost all its trade in the event of a conflict between the two powers.
· In response, the Russians stepped up their support and agitation among the Serbs to speed the break up of Germany’s main ally, the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  

· Serbian nationalists began carrying out terrorist like strikes in the southern parts of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

· On June 28, 1914, heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife were on a state visit to Sarajevo.
· A group of Serbian nationalists attempted to assassinate him by throwing a bomb at his car. Their first attempt failed.

· One of the group, Gavrilo Princip, recovering his nerve at a local café was given a second chance when the Archduke’s car pulled into the street in front of him and stopped.

· Princip stepped from the café and stepped to the car and shot the Archduke and his wife to death.
· Germany and Austria-Hungary blame Serbia for the attack and the Central Powers have the excuse they have long sought.  They have been getting progressively weaker as the Allies have been getting stronger.
· Members of the German High Command and the German government believe that war is inevitable and if it is postponed for too long Germany will lose its ability to win.

· Germany pushes Austria-Hungary to give Serbia an ultimatum in the form of 21 demands which are almost impossible to meet. Serbia meets all but one of them. For the German High Command this is all the excuse they need and Austria-Hungary reluctantly declares war on Serbia.
· July 28, 1914 Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. Russia hesistated because they were not ready 10 years ago they lost a war to Japanese.
· Russia declared full mobilization of her army.

· August 1, 1914: Germany declared war on Russia.

· Italy breaks Triple Alliance declaring the war “non-defensive”.

· August 3, 1914: Germany and France went to war.

· August 4, 1914: Germany asked for Belgium’s neutrality and went through, Belgium disagreed. Germany invaded Belgium.

· Augsut 4, British realized that they might be affected, and the neutrality would break. England declared war on Germany.

The battle of Tannenberg
· Russians planned to take a port fortress in Eastern Prussia called Tannenberg

· France was still fighting Germany and hurrying Russia up.

· Russia split the army into two, but Germany decoded their message. So they came up with a plan that eventually wound up killing a lot of Russians and winning the battle.

· Once the breakthrough in Belgium was complete, Germany made rapid progress into France
· On August 23, 1914 Japan declared war on Germany

· On August 26, 1914 Germany defeats Russian Army at Tannenberg

· On September 5, 1914 Germany is stopped by the French at the Marne: Germany already got to 20 miles away from Paris. France found an area called Marne ignored by Germans, the soldiers are carried by taxis to there.
· German soldiers are short of supplies and tired.

Trenches

· After the Battle of the Marne, the Germans began a long retreat.
· The Germans ended their retreat at the River Aisne, by building trenches.

· This became a new type of warfare that remained mostly unchanged on the Western Front until 1918.

The Ottoman Empire 
· Germany sent two warships to Turkey to influence the Turks to join Germany in the war.
· The Turkish bought the ships but kept their German crews.

· The ships began raiding in the Black Sea and Russia declared war on the Ottoman Empire on November 1, 1914.
· Italy joined the Allies in April of 1915 (London Pact 1915)
· Bulgaria joins the Central Powers in October of 1915

· Serbia is overtaken late in 1915

· Portugal joins the Allies in March 1916

· Romania joins the Allies in August 1916

· Greece joins the Allies in June 1917

· China joins the Allies in August 1917

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
· Armistice was signed in Dec. 1917
· Signed in March of 1918

· Between the Soviet government and the Central Powers

· Gave up ¼ of Russian population and ¼ of its industry, because they believed that eventually the entire world will be communist, and there really isn’t the separation of countries and territories.
· Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, and Ukraine nations, most of which were ruled by German puppets
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Summary of the Fourteen Points
1. No interlocking agreements, all treaties should be public.  Problem: Sykes Picot Agreement between Britain and France was supposed to divide up the world.

2. Free access to the sea.  Problem: Britain wanted to continue dominate the naval power and blockade to make money.

3. free trade

4. Everybody’s disarmament, only for national defense.  Problem: different countries have different standards. How much is enough for national defense?

5. People in colonies have the right to decide who they want to belong to.  Problem: Britain and France owned big chunks of colonies in Asia and Africa, they wouldn't give up.

6. Russian people decide who they want to belong to, stop oppressing the Russians.

7. Belgium has to be restored

8. Alsace-Lorraine should be restored and returned to France.

9. Redraw the borders of Italy and Serbia, to please Serbia.

10. Divide up Austria-Hungary, let the people there decide which country they want to form or belong to.

11. Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated, occupied territories restored, free access to the sea. People there could be independent if they want to.

12. Turkey(formerly part of the Ottoman Empire) should be independent. The Dardanelles should be open to the world.  Problem: no Jews. British and French already divided up the lands.

13. Poland be independent, free access to the sea.

14. League of Nations formed. Mandate System: when a colony is able to stand by itself it should be let go by the mandate.   Problem: the mandate might never admit that the colony is able to stand by itself.

Summary of the Treaty of Versailles:

Article 22. Create a Mandatory in Turkey until Turkey is able to stand alone.

Article 42. Demilitarized zone in the Rhineland, between Germany and France.

Article 45. Germany pays for the damages of the coal mines in the north of France.

Article 49. Alsace Lorraine given back to France.

Article 51. Invalidate treaties signed during Franco-Prussian War

Article 119. Lose all colonies

Article 156. Lose Shandong, given to Japan

Article 159&160. military minimized to enough for national defense.

Article 231. The war is all Germany’s fault, Germany should be blamed.

Article 232. Germany has to pay for the loss of itself and other nations of the war.

