Victorian Lit Part 2
Historical Context

· Victorian Period was from 1832-1901.
· Named after Queen Victoria (monarch from 1837-1901).

· Surprising absence of warfare after defeat of Napoleon (1815).

· Britain played a supporting role in the Crimean War (1853-1856), but did not experience a major war until WWI in 1914.

Industrial Advances
· Industrial revolution of 18th century continues into 19th century.
· This creates numerous towns, goods, wealth, and jobs (rising influential middle class).

· This also created some problems: sanitation, pollution, child labor etc.

Major Social Issues
· Parliamentary representation granted to less wealthy men.

· Women and children not forced to worked more than 10 hours/day.

· First Jewish member of parliament in 1858

· Irish potato blight (famine).  Influx of Irish immigrants to America.

Major Political/Colonial Issues
· Hong Kong made a colony in 1842

· Japan opens trade to West in 1854

· British stop sending convicts to Australia in 1868

· War with the Zulus in South Africa in 1879

· Indian National Congress formed in 1885 – starts pushing for independence

Major Authors
· Theme of “love and loss” in textbook
· Alfred, Lord Tennyson – Poet Laureate

· Elizabeth Barrett Browning – “Sonnet 43”
· Robert Browning (married to Elizabeth)
· Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889); Jesuit Priest


Poems emphasize: love of nature, conviction of a transcendental power, and individuality.

