U.S. History Review Sheet 1920s~1940s
Women’s Changing Roles

· Flappers- new type of young women: rebellious, energetic, fun-loving, and bold
· Lifestyle- shorter dresses and hair, heavy makeup, drinking, smoking
· Working and voting- more women worked, but many jobs were still closed to or prejudiced against women; most women didn’t vote because they lacked interest and thought that they shouldn’t vote.
Americans on the Move
· Rural-urban split- due to the decrease in market prices and increase in costs of operations, the number of farmers decreased and workforce in the city increased
· African Americans also joined the migration to the Northern cities but they were discriminated because of job competition.
· Barrio- Spanish speaking neighborhood.
· American suburbs grew; new transportation carried people from suburbs
People admired the American Heroes for their bravery, modesty, American spirit of meeting challenges with spirit and vitality.
Mass Media led to the rise of national culture
· Silent film era characterized by Charlie Chaplin; 1927 sound film was introduced
· Tabloids like yellow journalism captured readers with large headlines on fashion, sports and sensational stories about crimes and scandals
· Number of radio stations and audiences grew
Jazz Age
· originated from the South (ragtime and blues); dance halls and Jazz clubs
· Jazz spirit- improvisation, energetic, mixed; only in America could this happen
· Jazz paintings and literature depicted American life
· Lost Generation- disconnected from country and values
Harlem Renaissance
· Awakening and blossoming of African American literature and culture 
· Wrote and thought about what it meant to be black in America

Prohibition
· Volstead Act of 1919 was passed to enforce the 18th Amendment 
· This led to the rise of bootleggers, speakeasies, organized crime, violence
· Al Capone, the biggest mob gangster, arrested for tax evasion
Scopes trial- John Scopes trialed for teaching evolution which was then controversial
Racial tensions and struggles
· “Red Summer” – 1919 and the revival of KKK which targeted all non-WASPs
· The Garvey Movement failed, but inspired future “black pride” movements 
Republican Decade
· The Red Scare: fear of communism

· US government began cracking down on anarchists, communists, and anyone who provoked rebellion (Schenck v. U.S. and Gitlow v. New York)
· Strikes broke out but many Americans opposed them because they considered them anti-American and violent

	Harding
	Coolidge

	· “Normalcy” campaign

· Disarmament as foreign policy

· Fordney-McCumber Tariff- upset Europe

· Nativism(limit on immigrants (quotas)

· Teapot Dome Scandal
· Dawes Plan for Germany to pay off debt and recover
	· Laissez Faire- lax business control 

· Foreign Policy- peace but no treaty (isolationism) 

· Kellogg-Briand Pact: didn’t work because of lack of enforcement


Consumer Economy
· a large amount of spending by consumers: Increased spending ( larger profits ( increased wages ( even more spending
· Installment plans (purchase with credits)- consumers could now buy with partial payments at set intervals to pay off their debts

· electricity ( rise in productivity (GNP) ( increase in workers’ level of output

Ford and Automobile
· Model T – improved vehicle

· assembly- mass production of cars decreased prices and increased productivity

· Mobility; sparked other industries (gas stations, car repair stores, etc.)
Difficulties
· Unskilled workers and the majority of African Americans were left behind

· Farmers went into a cycle of debt because they borrowed money to buy new tractors and other machinery, but food prices drastically decreased after WWI

Pre-Economic Depression

· Stock Market was prospering and Americans sought the chance to get into the stock market for more money. Unfortunately most Americans only made enough to get by. 80% of American families had no savings and they speculated too much

· Too many Supplies and too little demands ( industries slow down production

· Housing Market slowed down by 25%

· Farmers speculated to expand their lands by taking out loans from banks. 

The Stock Market Crash
Stock prices rose ( more money deposited in stock market ( many speculators sell at high prices ( decrease in confidence ( people wanted to draw their money out ( prices fall ( to such a low point that the market crashed
Business cycle

expansion(peak(contraction(trough(expansion again
The Ripple Effect of the Crash
· Risky loans hurt banks- banks unable to repay loans to businesses
· Consumer borrowing- consumers didn’t have cash to pay back the loan
· Bank runs​- banks unable to recall loans from borrowers
· Bank failures ( savings wiped out
· Cuts in production ( rise in unemployment ( further cuts in production
Impacts on the World
· GB and France couldn’t sell their stuff to America because of tariffs
· They were getting money from German reparations 

· Germany was getting money from American investment 

Underlying Causes of the Great Depression

· An unstable economy- most of the money was in the hands of a few, who invested or saved, but others didn’t have money to keep consuming 

· Overspeculation- buying stock because it will be worth more later

· Govt. Policies- low interest rates, then reduced money

Social Effects
· Hoovervilles- shelters of the homeless people
· Farm distress- dumping of crops in an attempt to keep the prices up
· The Dust Bowl- drought ( dust storms ( farmland failure
· Health- starvation and diseases resulted from bad food and starvation
· Family- women lost their jobs, men abandoned their families
· Discrimination- more job competition ( AA more poorly treated
Surviving the Great Depression

· penny auctions​- bid mere pennies on land and machines auctioned by the banks in order to help their struggling neighbors
· Young people ride the rails; increased interest in Socialism; depression humor 
Signs of Change

· Prohibition repealed by the Twenty-first Amendment 
· Empire State Building
Hoover
· Voluntary action, such as maintaining the wages, failed
· Agricultural Marketing Act, created to stabilize the price of farm crops, failed
· Hawley-Smoot tariff failed because Europe put tariff on the US and international trade slowed down
· Construction of Hoover Dam to create jobs
· Reconstruction Finance Corporation gave government credit to a number of institutions and enabled government to lend money to banks
· Home Loan Bank Act saved homeowners and farmers their homes and farms
· Bonus Army- WWI veterans asking for their pension bonus promised for 1945
New Deal
Finance
· Reexamined all the banks and found out that they were healthy ( confidence
· Federal Securities Act required companies to provide financial information
· Securities and Exchange Commission regulate the purchase of stock on margin
· National Recovery Administration regulated wages, controlled working conditions, production, and prices

Relief and jobs
· Public works programs, government-funded projects to build public facilities
· Civilian Conservation Corps put men to maintain forests, beaches, and parks
Homes, Farms, Workers, and Society
· Federal Housing Administration improved housing standards and conditions, insured mortgages, and stabilized mortgage market
· Agricultural Adjustment Administration raised farm prices by paying subsidies or government financial assistance.
· Tennessee Valley Authority created jobs and cheap electric power.
· Rural Electrification Administration offered loans to electric companies and farm cooperatives for building power plants and extending power lines
· Wagner Act legalized collective bargaining and closed shops (workplaces open only to union members)
· Social security system- old aged pensions and survivors’ benefits; unemployment insurances; aid for dependent children, the blind, and the disabled.
Criticisms on New Deal
· Women and AAs didn’t receive job opportunities, still lower treatments
· Too much
· considered TVA and rural electrification socialistic
· high income taxes aimed at the rich
· SS Act penalized successful, hardworking people by forcing them to paying.
· Assignment of SS number as a step toward a militaristic, regimented society
· American Liberty League (Democrats) charged the ND with limiting individual freedom in an unconstitutional, “un-American” manner.
· Not enough- Upton Sinclair called for state control of factories and farms
· Demagogues manipulate people by half-truths, deceptive promises, scare tactics
· Father Coughlin advocated nationalization (government takeover and ownership) but later supported private property; a controversial figure
· Huey Long worked to help the underprivileged
· Modern
· ND encouraged inefficient use of resources
· ND created “make work” jobs which was against the principle of free market
· Deficit spending, paying out more money than received in revenue, required the government to borrow money
· Court- Roosevelt blamed for appointing judges supportive of the Supreme Court, which was undermining the principle of separation of powers
Recession of 1937

· Economy collapsed again, industrial production and employment levels fell. 
· To fund the new deal the government had to borrow lots of money

Committee for Industrial Organization (CIO)

· Sought to organize the nation’s unskilled workers in mass production industries

· The aim of the coalition was to challenge conditions in industries with strikes

sit-down strike- workers stopped working but also refused to leave the building

The New Deal’s effects on Culture
· The Good Earth, Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Grapes of Wrath, and Let Us now Praise Famous Men
· Radio became a major source of entertainment for American families
· Daytime dramas and movies became popular because they were optimistic.
· Government launched The Federal Music and Theater Projects because FDR believed that people should not have to give up arts in hard times
Lasting New Deal Achievements
· public works and federal agencies, social security, a legacy of hope

Totalitarian- government’s total control over a nation
Fascism- one race superior, totalitarian government or leader
Communism- all workers and farmers united, totalitarian government
Stalin in Soviet Union
· collectivization of farm failed because people were lazy
· Great Purge- getting rid of his opponents, purifying the Communist Party
Mussolini in Italy
· dictatorship in Italy to restore order 
· Italy needed conquest and expansion- Ethiopia
Hitler in Germany
· Nazism- German nationalism and racial superiority
· Germany, Italy, and Japan formed the Axis Powers
· When Germany expanded, Britain gave in to keep the peace (appeasement)
War in Europe
· German blitzkrieg (fast, concentrated air and land attack) to take over Poland.
· France divided into Vichy France who collaborated, and Free France resisted.
· Germany lost the Battle of Britain
War in Asia
· Britain sent a steady stream of supplies to the Chinese over the Burma Road.
· Japan wanted to lead a Great East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere
U.S. involvement

· Congress prevented international involvement by passing Neutrality Acts. 
· Cash and carry policy, trading nonmilitary goods with fighting nations.
· As Germany waged war in Europe, U.S. aid increased. A group of isolationists formed the America First Committee to block further aid to Britain.
· Lend-Lease Act authorized the President to aid any nation whose defense he believed was vital to American security.
· After Japan launched a surprise-attack on Pearl Harbor, U.S. got into WW2.
Mobilization

· Selective Training and Service Act required all males (21~36) for military service. 16 million Americans who served as soldiers, sailors, and aviators called themselves GIs, Government Issue.
· Diversity- Native Americans, Mexican Americans, and African Americans
· Women were used in almost all areas except combat
Economy and Life
· War Production Board converted peacetime industries to war production.
· Office of War Mobilization served as a super agency in the centralization of resources. Director Byrnes was called the “assistant president”.
· Liberty ships were large, sturdy merchant ships that carried supplies or troops. Ford used assembly line to manufacture bombers.
· More jobs were created, wages increased. Strikes and unions were limited.
· Federal spending increased. To get money, taxes were raised, The Treasury Department sold bonds. 
· Office of Price Administration limited prices and rents and oversaw rationing
· Victory garden was a home vegetable garden planted to add to the home food supply and replace farm produce sent to feed the soldiers.
Retaking Europe
· Atlantic Charter- war’s aims and a set of principles afterwards
· Atlantic- U-boats attacked merchant ships to stop the supplies

· North Africa- command of Eisenhower against German general Rommel
· Under the command of Patton, Allies attacked Italy, which then surrendered.
· Battle of Stalingrad (Germany and USSR) was a turning point for Soviet.
· D-Day began the invasion of Western Europe began. Allies landed in France.
· Battle of the Bulge, (Germany and US), the largest battle fought by US army.

· Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met at Yalta to discuss the future of Germany. They decided to split Germany into four zones (US, UK, France, and USSR).
The Holocaust (Nazi Germany’s systematic murder of European Jews)
· Anti-Semitism was the discrimination or hostility directed at Jews.
· Roosevelt created the War Refugee Board to help people threatened by Nazis.
· Nuremberg Trials were carried out to condemn the Nazi officials. It established the important principle that individuals must be responsible for their own actions.
Pacific
· The Japanese, American and Filipino prisoners began the Bataan Death March.
· Battle of the Coral Sea cost both sides more than half their planes and prevented Japan from invading Australia
· Battle of Midway was a devastating blow to Japanese navy, after that Japan was no longer able to launch any more offensive operations in the Pacific. In Battle of Guadalcanal, Allies conquered their first piece of Japanese-held territory.
· Island-hopping, selectively attacking specific enemy-held islands and bypassing others. Japanese used kamikazes (suicide places) in the Battle of the Leyte Gulf
· Battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa were the bloodiest war on the Pacific. 
· Atomic bombs, (Manhattan Project), were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Social impact
· In 1941, jobs and training programs were opened to all Americans without discrimination because of race, creed, color, or national origin.
· Fair Employment Practices Committee was set up to hear complaints about job discrimination in defense industries and government
· Troops were segregated; when they came back they still faced prejudice.
· Congress of Racial Equality believed in using nonviolent techniques to end racism. Their efforts paved the way for the civil rights movement.
· Mexican Americans also faced discrimination. 
· Braceros, Mexican farm laborers were brought to the U.S. from Mexico. They were provided for transportation, food, shelter, and medical care, and they lived in barrios. But they also faced violence- Zoot Suit Riots.
· For Native Americans, life in the military or in the cities was a new experience.
· Japanese Americans, mostly Nisei (citizens born in the U.S. to Japanese immigrant parents), were interned, or confined in camps in remote areas far from the coast. They faced legal challenges as they were segregated. 
· During the war women had more job opportunities, and they were doing new kinds of jobs (sometimes advanced) that men did before in the absence of men. However employers ignored the equal pay policy and gave women lower wages. Children under the age of 10 also worked.
· After the war some women kept working but more lost their jobs to the men coming back from the war.









