South Africa Review
Origin

The Khoisan were hunter gatherers and pastoralists who relied on cattle, sheep, and goats and vast grazing lands for survival. The Bantu, in contrast, were farmers who arrived in South Africa in the third century CE. 

The Arrival of Outsiders

Portuguese explorers reached the Cape of Good Hope in 1487. As commerce flowing between Europe and Asia increased, the southern tip of Africa increasingly became of interest to Europeans. On April 6, 1652, Jan van Riebeeck arrived on behalf of the Dutch East India Company to establish the first permanent European settlement at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Afrikaners- the descendants of the Dutch settlers in South Africa, speaking Afrikaans. It came into widespread use in the 20th century; until then “Dutch” or “Boer” were more commonly used. 
Conflicts and Colonization
All non-essential contact with the natives were to be avoided, fearing the costs of settling disputes or administering a colony.
→The company had to cut costs, they occupied the grazing land of the Khoisan. 
→The Khoisan resisted these settlements but was defeated. 

→The Dutch stole the cattle, and the natives became free laborers in agreements. 
→As more Europeans arrived, they brought new diseases and caused the population to decline.
→Cost-cutting again, encouraged the white settlers to turn the natives to slave labor.
→trekboers- Boer farmers who slowly spread out from Cape Town, acquiring land along the way. They became more and more isolated and apart from the Europeans. 
→As they moved inland, they encountered more and more Bantu-speaking peoples, such as Xhosa. Unlike the Khoisan, the Xhosa were more unified and were able to defend their territory more effectively against the advancing Europeans.
→As more English settlers came, the Afrikaners settled inland. When the British came to the Cape Colony they developed a political system based on class, rather than race.
Mfecane- A period of upheaval and chaos when different groups and chiefdoms expanded and consolidated, for protection from slave raiders from Europe. Weaker groups were driven off or killed entirely. Some Europeans and trekboers may have contributed to the turmoil by taking advantage of the temporarily available land.
The Great Trek- Emigration of some 12,000 – 14,000 Boers from Cape Colony (South Africa) between 1835 and the early 1840s, in rebellion against British policies and in search of fresh pasturelands. The trek, regarded by Afrikaners as the origin of their nationhood, enabled the settlers to establish temporary military supremacy over the Xhosa. Many trekboers compared this to the flight of Old Testament Israelites from Egypt. 
The Battle of Blood River- was mythologized and claimed that the group of trekboers had gathered together in prayer asking God to grant them victory over their enemies. 
Asians in South Africa

British landownders experienced a labor shortage as they began developing sugarcane plantations in the Natal colony. From 1860 through 1866, 6000 Indians arrived in Natal as indentured servants
Mineral Revolution
· Discovery of diamond deposits in 1867
· British expanded the empire in South Africa, through violent conquest of African societies in order to develop this new industry
· African men came to work in the mines, the areas surrounding the mines prosper.
· The mining required a large number of workers and a great deal of money. To cut costs, the British began to impose taxes on Africans in order to force them to work on the mines so that they could earn money to pay those taxes. 
Results of Mineral Revolution

· South Africa quickly evolved from a rural, agricultural state to an urban, industrial nation
· The structure of British rule was based on racial segregation: Whites own, Blacks work.
· Many Africans became dependent on whites for their survival
South African War- A war from 1899 to 1902 between an alliance of the Boer governments of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State on the one hand and Great Britain on the other, over the sovereignty and commercial rights in these lands. The war ended with British victory.
Apartheid and Its Opposition

Natives’ Land Act became the first piece of major legislation creating separate areas for Europeans and Africans.

Apartheid- “separate” or “apartness”, a system of racial discrimination designed to keep whites, blacks, coloureds, and Asians separate from each other in every way. 

	ANC(African National Congress)
	SAIC(South African Indian Congress)
	PAC(Pan Africanist Congress)

	· Organize Africans and oppose discrimination through petitions and appeals to Great Britain

· A policy of passive resistance

· In 1944 young radicals within the ANC formed the Congress Youth League to encourage the ANC to adopt to a more confrontational resistance and to use mass action to achieve their goals, used non-violent tactics such as boycotts and strikes
	· Based on Gandhi’s idea satyagraha as the root of a non-violent form of resistance

· Worked with African and coloured groups in South Africa

· Worked with ANC for protests
	· was created 1959 with the departure from the ANC of a militant Africanist faction led by Robert Sobukwe, promoted radicalisim
· rejected the multi-racial approach of the ANC and emphasized the importance of the unity of the various African peoples of the South Africa. 
· Argued that whites and Indians had called too many of the shots, and ANC was an elitist organization and didn't tap into black dissatisfaction
· Rejected that “South Africa belongs to all who live in it black and white”
· Wanted to change African people’s slave mentality to revolution, placed greater value on individual spontaneity and the involvement of average citizens
· On March 21, 1960 the Sharpeville massacre occurred when the PAC organised a peaceful protest in which black Africans burnt the pass books which restricted them from going in certain areas. What had started as a peaceful protest soon became violent, as a result of which threatened South African police opened fire on the crowd. 69 people were killed and 178 wounded by police during the violence.

	· With the Franchise Action Council (a coloured group), ANC and SAIC launched the Defiance Campaign in 1952. More than 8,500 volunteers or “defiers” were imprisoned for peacefully refusing to obey apartheid laws.
	· 

	· Freedom Charter- a document that would express how the Congress of the People believed South Africa must move to a non-racial future
	· 

	· The Treason Trial- Nelson Mandela, Chief Albert Luthuli(president of ANC), and 154 other people were trialed for a pot to use violence to overthrow the present government and replace it with a communist government. The long-term trial gave leaders of the various anti-apartheid organizations enormous amounts of time to plan strategies and to develop a strong sense of camaraderie. The Congress became more solid and sophisticated.
	· 

	Decisions made by each group

	Sabotage campaigns against the government, organized by an armed wing of ANC, MK, led by Nelson Mandela. 
	A militant wing called Poqo, practiced guerrilla tactics, targeting both whites and black collaborators
	Called for international community to take a stand against racial disrcimination, and refused to cooperate with any of the government’s segregationist policies


LAWS AND ACTS
The Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act(1949)- whites and other racial groups cannot marry

The Population Registration Act(1950)- three official races in South Africa, white, coloured and African

The Groups Area Act(1950)- designation of every inch of land in South Africa for one of the three official race groups.

The Suppression of Communism Act(1950)- defined communism so broadly that any resistance to apartheid policies could be equated with communism, banned people from speaking publicly or meeting together. 

Natives Abolition of Passes and Coordination of Documents Act(1952)- increased the amount of information—fingerprints, employment statistics, and the like—required on passbooks.

The Criminal Law Amendment Act- instituted high fines and up to three years in prison or flogging for violation of any law in protest against the government.

The Public Safety Act- provided the framework for declaring states of emergency by the government.

The Promotion of Bantu Self-Government Act- established eight black homelands; all blacks became citizens of one of these homelands; was deceptively used to keep groups physically divided

The Sabotage Act(1962)- gave the government to arrest anyone believed to threaten the act of the country.

The 90-Day Act- allowed the government to detain people for up to 90 days without charges or trials.

The Rivonia Trial was a trial that took place in South Africa between 1963 and 1964, in which ten leaders of the African National Congress were tried for 221 acts of sabotage designed to overthrow the apartheid system.
Black Consciousness- founded by a black activist Steve Biko, it advocated increased rights and an end to “separate development”. Whites were excluded from because they wanted to demonstrate that blacks, coloureds, and Asians could succeed on their own power. 
Soweto- the SOuth WEst TOwnship of Johannesburg, students there were angered that their schools lacked materials and teachers adequate to their needs. They also protested the policy of Afrikaans as one of the languages of instruction.

de Klerk- He brought the apartheid system to an end and negotiated a transition to majority rule. de Klerk quickly moved to release all important political prisoners, including Nelson Mandela, and to lift the ban on the ANC. He and Mandela jointly received the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize. Following the country's first universal suffrage elections in 1994, Mandela became president and de Klerk was appointed second deputy president.
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)- made up of people of all races who would oversee the investigation of violence acts, the punishment of perpetrators, and the payment of victims of apartheid or anti-apartheid violence.
