Song of Chang An

Other Translations
Soon after I wore my hair covering my forehead
I was plucking flowers and playing in front of the gate,
When you came by, walking on bamboo-stilts
Along the trellis, playing with green plums.
We both lived in the village of Ch'ang-kan,
Two children, without hate or suspicion.
At fourteen I became your wife;
I was shame-faced and never dared smile.
I sank my head against the dark wall;
Called to, a thousand times, I did not turn. {2}

When the hair of your Unworthy One first began to cover her 
    forehead,
She picked flowers and played in front of the door.
Then you, my Lover, came riding a bamboo horse.
We ran round and round the bed, and tossed about the sweetmeats of 
    green plums.
We both lived in the village of Ch'ang Kan.
We were both very young, and knew neither jealousy nor suspicion.
At fourteen, I became the wife of my Lord. {3}

I with my hair in its first fringe 
Romped outside breaking flower-heads. 
You galloped by on bamboo horses. 
We juggled green plums round the well. 
Living in Chang-kan village, 
Two small people without guile.   
At fourteen I married you sir, 
So bashful I could only hide, 
My frowning face turned to the wall. 
Called after -  never looking back. {4}

That was when I combed my hair 
To fall over my forehead. 
I used to pull flower stalks by the gate. 
You ambled up to me on your bamboo stilts. 
We played with these little green plums. 
We chased each other round the bed. 
We lived together in the town of Ch'ang-kan 
Then we were young and foolish together. {5}

When my hair just began to cover my forehead, 
I was plucking flowers, playing in front of the gate. 
You came along riding a bamboo stick horse, 
circling and throwing green plums. 
Together we lived in Ch'ang-kan Village 
never suspicious of our love. {6} 
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