Essays Every High School Student Should Read

 “How to Write with Style" by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.

"The Age of the Essay" - http://www.paulgraham.com/essay.html
“In Praise of the Humble Comma" by Pico Iyer

"Short Assignments" (a brief chapter from Anne Lamott's Bird by Bird)

"Why I Write" by Joan Didion

 "Riddle of the Ordinary" ( in Art and Ardor) Cynthia Ozick

“I Was Told There'd Be Cake” by Sloane Crosley.  From another teacher: I have had some very awkward moments due to laughing out loud from that book

“The Worst Hard Time”  Timothy Egan
“ Me Talk Pretty One Day” by Sedaris

 Reading Lolita in Tehran by Nafisi  

 “Neat People vs. Sloppy People” Suzanne Britt

"Indian Education" by Sherman Alexie

"Jesus Shaves" by David Sedaris

"What You'll Wish You'd Known" - http://www.paulgraham.com/hs.html
"The End of Solitude," by William Deresiewicz

"I Want a Wife" (Judy Brady) 
"Sex, Lies, and Conversation" (Deborah Tannen)
"Black Men in Public Spaces" (Brent Staples) 
"The Men We Carry in Our Minds" (Scott Russell Sanders)
"Transporting Rattlesnakes" (Benjamin Franklin)
"How It Feels to Be Colored Me" (Zora Neale Hurston)
"On Civil Disobedience" Henry David Thoreau

"Shooting an Elephant" George Orwell

"Politics and the English Language" George Orwell

"If Black English isn't a Language, What Is?" Baldwin

"Once More to the Lake" and "The Essayist and the Essay" by E.B. White

"Why I Write: Making No Become Yes" be Elie Wiesel

"The Inheritance of Tools" and "Under the Influence: Paying the Price of My Father's Booze" by Scott Russell Sanders

"The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society" by Jonathan Kozol

"None of this is Fair" by Richard Rodriguez

"A Modest Proposal" by Jonathan Swift

"Self-Reliance" by Ralph Waldo Emerson

