1.     analogy- a comparison made between two things to show how they are alike.         相似
2.     anecdote- a very brief account of a particular incident.                           轶事
3.     connotation- all the meanings, associations, or emotions that a word suggests.    隐涵意义
4.     denotation- the literal meaning of the word.                                   意义
5.     parable- a brief story that teaches a lesson about life.                            寓言
6.     argumentative writing- writing that presents the pros and the cons of an issue.       
7.     persuasion- a type of writing designed to change the way a reader or a listener thinks or acts.

8.     syntax- the arrangement of words in a sentence.                                句法
9.     tragedy- a play, novel, or other narrative, depicting serious and important events, in which the main character comes to an unhappy end.                         悲剧
10.   ambiguous- open to more than one interpretation.                        模棱两可的
11.   chronological- arrange in order of time of occurrence.                   按时间顺序的
12.   deductive- reasoning from the general the specific.                           演绎的
13.   inductive- reasoning from detailed facts to general principles.                   诱导的
14.   didactic literature- writing aims primarily to teach.                            说教
15.   fallacy- a statement or argument based on a false or invalid evidence.               谬论
16.   ethos- the disposition, character, or fundamental values particular to a specific person, culture or movement.                                            精神特质
17.   pathos- a quality in something experienced or observed which arouses the feeling of pity, sorrow, sympathy or compassion.                           动人哀感之性质
18.   active voice- a voice used to indicate the subject of the verb is performing action.   主动态
19.   passive voice- a voice used to indicate that the subject is the recipient of the action. 被动态
20.   rebuttal- attempt to contradict or disapprove an argument by offering a counterargument. 反驳
21.   syllogism- a form of deductive reasoning that consist of a major premise, a minor premise, and a conclusion.                                              三段论
22.   extended metaphor- developed over several lines or used throughout the entire poem.

23.   character foil- a character serves as a contrast to another character.            衬托人物
24.   bandwagon- a fallacy that is based on the assumption that the opinion of the majority is valid                                                     得势派
25.   bias- a tendency, or preference toward a particular prospective, especially when the tendency interferes with the ability to be impartial, unprejudiced, or objective.           偏见
Infinite- adj. endless; 无限的
Synonym: endless, countless, innumerable. Antonym: limited, countable.

Pedantically- adv. putting undue attention on trivial points of scholarship; 卖弄学问地
Synonym: abstrusely, academically, anal-retentive Antonym: imprecise, informal.

Bibliophile- n. book lover or collector; 爱书者, 藏书家
Synonym: intellectual, reader, savant, scholar. Antonym: ignoramus.
Misanthropy- n. hatred or mistrust of people; 厌恶人类, 厌世者
Synonym: incivism; egotism (selfishness); moroseness. Antonym: philanthropy.
Contrivance- n. artificial arrangement; invention, plan or mechanical device; 发明
Synonym: artifice, brainchild, design. Antonym: disorganization.

Derisive- adj. 1. mocking 2. scornful or contemptuous; 嘲弄的
Synonym: mocking, scornful, contemptuous. Antonym: complimentary, flattering, respectful
Supplicating- adj. appeal humbly and earnestly, as if in prayer; 恳求的

Synonym: appealing, begging, beseeching. Antonym: defiant, defying.

Placidly- adv. calmly; undisturbed; 平稳地, 平静地
Synonym: calmly, quietly, tranquilly. Antonym: boisterously, noisily.

Ingenious- adj. made or done in a clever or inventive way; 机灵的, 精制的
Synonym: imaginative, inventive, adroit, clever. Antonym: awkward, dumb, incompetent, stupid.

Perversity- n. stubborn opposition; rejection of what is considered right or good; 倔强
Synonym: contrariness, doggedness, tenacity. Antonym: obedience, observance, submission.
Reproach- n. blame; expression of disapproval; 责备
Synonym: blame, rebuke, criticism. Antonym: approval, honor, praise, respect.
Diligently- adv. steadily, carefully, and hard-working; 勤奋地
Synonym: steadily, carefully, perseveringly. Antonym: lazily, idly.
Negligently- adv. carelessly, neglectfully or indifferently; 疏忽地
Synonym: carelessly, neglectfully, indifferently. Antonym: carefully, precisely, meticulously
Remote- adj. distant; 偏僻的, 遥远的
Synonym: distant, faraway. Antonym: close, near, nearby
Absolved- v. free from guilt, blame, or responsibility. 赦免
Synonym: exonerated, freed, vindicated. Antonym: charged, convicted, blamed.
sidle v. - move sideways, especialy in a shy or sneaky manner              (偷偷地)侧身而行
A man sidled up to me and asked if I wanted a ticket for the match.

Syn: edge, steal, slink, inch, creep, sneak, sashay.


mesmerizing adj.- spellbind, hypnotize, fascinate                               施催眠术
He could mesmerize an audience by the sheer force of his presence.

Syn: spellbind, hypnotize, fascinate, captivate.
Ant: disenchant, disgust.

furtive adj.- acting as if trying not to be seen, done secretly                         偷偷的
That person was furtive and did not want to be noticed.

Syn: sneak, sneaky, stealthy, surreptitious.
Ant: aboveboard, forthright, honest, open, truthful.

cowering adj.- draw back or huddle in fear                                       畏缩
He cowered away/back as she raised her hand to hit him.

Syn: crouch, draw back, fawn, flinch, grovel. Ant: issue, emerge, come forth, go forth, egress.

doctrine n.- principle, teaching, belief









      教义
Christian and Muslim doctrines are very different.Ant: disbelief, heterodoxy, skepticism, unbelief

Syn: principle, teaching, belief, ism, philosophy. Ant: issue, emerge, come forth, go forth, egress.

rifling n. - search thoroughly or in a rough manner







  洗劫
He was rifling through her desk in a desperate search for the letter.

Syn: plunder, despoil, loot, reave, strip, ransack, pillage, foray.

Ant: order, organize.

prodigy n. - child of highly unusual talent or genius







  神童
Mozart was a child prodigy at composing and the sense of music.

Syn: genius, intellect, marvel, mastermind, miracle.

Ant: simpleton, idiot.

listlessly adv. - having no energy or interest








没精打采地
The tiger in the cage gnawed listlessly at a bone.

Syn: unenthusiastically, slowgoingly.

Ant: energetically, enthusiastically.
discordant adj. - disagreement, conflict, harsh or confused noise




  不一致的
The sound was very discordant.
Syn: disharmonious, dissonant, inharmonic.

Ant: concordant, harmonious, consonant.
lamented v. - say with regret or sorrow, mourn or grieve for, regret deeply
   哀悼, 悔恨, 悲叹
He deeply lamented the death of his wife.

Syn: mourn, grieve, regret.

Ant: celebrate, compliment, laud, praise.
dawdled v. - waste time, linger










  游手好闲
She doesn't get her work done because she's always dawdling.

Syn: linger, slack off.

Ant: forward, hasten, hurry.
stricken adj. -heartbroken affected by or suffering from something painful or distressing受挫折的
In his youth he was stricken with a crippling disease.
Syn: afflicted, smitten, struck.

Ant: unaffected.
fiasco n. -complete failure












  惨败
The party was a fiasco.

Syn: debacle, failure, collapse, blunder.

Ant: advantage, benefit, success, wonder
nonchalantly adv.- showing no interest or concern, indifferent                       冷淡地
Osama Ben Ladin skimmed over the newspaper nonchalantly, on the morning of Sep 12th, 2001.

Syn: coolly, nervelessly, casually, indifferently.

Ant: carefully, seriously, diligently.
betrayal n.- failure to fulfill another's hopes or the act of disloyalty or deception          背叛
Baba thought that the greatest sin of all is stealing, while I think that betrayal is the greatest.
Syn: treachery, treason, perfidy.

Ant: faithfulness, loyalty, protection, support.
Spoils- 赃
n. 1. loot; good gotten through special effort 2. items taken by force by the victors in a war
Glower- 怒视 v. glare; stare angrily
Myriad-无数的 adj. countless; of a highly varied nature
Taut- 拉紧的;紧张的 adj. 1. tightly stretched 2. tense
Galvanized- 刺激;激起 v. stimulated; exicted
Tentative- 暂时的, 犹豫不决的 adj. 1.uncertain; hesitant 2. not definite or final
Eclipsed- 使...黯然失色; 使...相形见绌 v. covered over; darkened 2. outshone, surpassed
Abated- 缓和, 减弱 v. let up; lessened; decreased
Zenith- 顶点 n. point directly overhead in the sky; highest point
Livid- 青紫色的 adj. bruised; black and blue
Plaintive- 悲哀的, 哀伤的 adj. sad; expressing sorrow
Cajoled- (以甜言蜜语)哄骗 v. coaxed with flattery, soothing words, or promises
Diffuse- 四散的, 散漫的 adj. not focused; scattered

Complacent自满的 adj. self-satsified, smug
Compulsory  adj. required; enforced    强制的
Caprice n. sudden notion or desire    怪念头

Audible adj. capable of being heard    听得见的
Zealously adv. fervently; devotedly    热心地
Indiscriminately 

adv. not making careful choices or distinctions; randomly    无差别;随意地;任意地

Ethereal adj. light and delicate; unearthly    轻的, 像空气的, 天上的
Cleaving adj. splitting    劈开, 分开
Illusory adj. not real; based on false ideas    虚幻的
Posterity  n. descendants or all future generations    后代
Renounce v. give up, especially by formal statement; reject    弃绝, 放弃, 否认
Collection 1 Test Review
The Cold Equations by Tom Godwin
A starship makes the rounds of Earth's colonies, adhering to a schedule from which it cannot deviate. When reports of a fever outbreak on the frontier planet Woden reach the starship, it drops off an Emergency Dispatch Ship, a space vessel of limited range, with a pilot and the serum that will cure them. The pilot discovers a stowaway, an 18-year-old girl named Marilyn who wants to see her brother, a colonist on Woden. The girl believes that she will have to pay a fine, but the situation is far more serious. The ship only has enough fuel for the pilot and his cargo. Her additional mass will cause the ship to run out of fuel before it can land, dooming both the pilot and the sick colonists. The pilot tries frantically to come up with a solution, but there is no way around the "cold equations"; he does not have sufficient fuel. The best he can do is to alter the ship's course enough to give her a single hour's reprieve before she must be jettisoned. In that time, she writes letters to her parents and her brother, talks with the pilot about death and, in the last few minutes, is able to speak with her brother on the radio, allowing them to say their goodbyes. When the horizon of the planet breaks up the radio contact, the girl enters the airlock and is ejected into space.

The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant by W. D. Wetherell

A fourteen-year-old boy watches a girl from afar and devolops a crush on her. He decides to invite her to accompany him to a concert. She agrees and they take the canoe. The young man throws out a fishing line on his way to pick up the girl. He hooks a huge bass, but Sheila, his date, has disclosed that she doesnt like fishing nor fishermen, so he cuts the line and loses the fish. After the concert, she tells him she's riding home with a guy she met at the concert. Needless to say, it leaves the young man full of regret for letting the monster bass get away.

The Book of Sand by Jorge Luis Borges

On opening the book, Borges finds that the pages are written in an indecipherable script appearing in double columns, ordered in versicles as in a Bible. When he opens to a page with an illustration, the bookseller advises a close look, since the page will never be found, or seen, again. It proves impossible to find the first or last page. This Book of Sand has no beginning or end: its pages are infinite. Each page is numbered, apparently uniquely but in no discernible pattern.

The bookseller indicates that he acquired the book in exchange for a handful of rupees and a Bible, from an owner who did not know how to read. His conscience is clear with respect to that transaction: he feels sure of not having cheated the native in exchanging the Word of God for this diabolic trinket. He and the fictive Borges strike a bargain, and Borges exchanges his entire pension plus a black-letter Wyclif Bible for the miraculous book.

The worldly Borges ultimately proves no more able to live with the terrifying book than was the salesman. He considers destroying the book by fire, but decides against this after reasoning that such a fire would release infinite amounts of smoke, and asphyxiate the entire world.

Ultimately, Borges transports the book to the Argentine National Library. He loses the Book of Sand on one of the basement's musty shelves", the infinite book deliberately lost in a near-infinity of books.

Boys and Girls by Alice Munro

The narrator’s horse Flora was going to be shot, and the narrator explains that she doesn't want to see it again. Once was plenty. She explains that she was not exactly horrified by it, she understood the necessity; still, she was a bit repulsed and also a bit ashamed. When it is time, Flora gets away from the men and makes a bid for freedom. The narrator's father yells for her to get the gate shut, because she was nearest and was a fast runner. She gets to the gate, but instead of shutting it, she opens it even more, allowing Flora to go through, without giving it a thought. Laird saw what happened, but her father and Henry did not. She assumed Laird would tell, and is conflicted about why she had done it, and worried about her punishment for disobeying her father.

She goes back to the house and tells her mother what happened. She goes up to her bedroom, and tells of her recent redecoration efforts for her part of the room, trying to make it nicer. She explains that they do not sing anymore at night, since Laird had told her she sounded silly. They are no longer afraid of the dark, and even her stories are changing - she is being rescued, instead of doing the rescuing.

The men and Laird come back with the butchered horsemeat in the truck. When they sit down for dinner, Laird tells on the narrator. Her father is disappointed with her, and the narrator begins to cry. Her father dismisses her with, "She's only a girl."

Everyday Use by Alice Walker

The story concerns a rare visit Dee pays to her mother and sister, after a long absence. The main purpose of the visit is to appropriate some of the family's belongings, which Dee wants to turn into museum pieces. First, she claims the top of the butter churn, still full of clabber, saying she's going to make the top of it into a centerpiece and do "something artistic" with the dasher. Maggie winces at this because she loves the churn and knows its whole history, but she barely protests.

Dee, however, is not finished yet; next, she asks for her grandmother's old patchwork quilts. Mrs. Johnson demurs, saying she has already promised the quilts to Maggie as a wedding gift. Dee angrily protests that Maggie will ruin the quilts by spreading them on beds--by putting them to "everyday use." Puzzled, the mother wonders what else people would do with quilts. Dee replies that they should be hung. Maggie tells Dee that she can take them because Maggie is used to never getting what she wants anyway, so this was not anything different. However, Maggie is really sad about giving the quilts away to Dee because Maggie actually cared about the quilts. Maggie's mother helped her grandmother to make them.

Mrs. Johnson looks at Maggie standing in the doorway, miserable but already resigned to her loss. In a sudden rush of almost religious feeling, she snatches the quilts from Dee and gives them to Maggie. Maggie and her mother, relieved, spend the rest of the day dipping snuff and enjoying each other's company.

Travels with Charley by John Steinback

Collection 2 Test Reivew

Two Kinds by Amy Tan

The narrator of "Two Kinds" is a Chinese American Girl who is in a constant struggle with her mother over her identity. The struggle begins when the family moves to America after losing everything in China. 
The mother and child watch Shirley Temple movies and read stories in magazines about remarkable children, in attempts to try and imagine the child as a prodigy. They even have the child's hair cut to make her look like the star. 
The mother's ambitions for her child take shape one night while watching a nine year old Chinese girl play the piano on the Ed Sullivan show. The mother quickly arranges for piano lessons. The daughter lies about practice times and does only what she has to do during the lessons. Her mother is unaware of her lack of participation.
At the piano recital, the child is confident and proud when it is her turn. However, her awful and unpracticed playing embarrasses her family as well as herself. The mother insists on continuing piano lessons and literally has to drag the child to the bench to play. The child continues the rebellion and goes so far as to say she wished she were not her mother's child.
The cruel and hurtful statement silences her mother and piano lessons cease. On the narrator's thirtieth birthday, the mother offers to give her the piano, who interprets is as a peace offering, although she is still unable to comprehend her mother's motivations.

Geraldo, No Last Name by Sandra Cisneros

A boy Marin meets at a dance is killed in a hit-and-run accident. As she was the last person he was seen with, Marin must go to the hospital and speak with police to assist them in identifying the victim. As her was a "wetback" who did not speak English, the efforts to save, identify, and notify the family of the victim seem to be meager at best. Thus, Marin is doubly upset at his death, especially because she believes Geraldo would have been saved if the surgeon had come sooner. The end of the chapter ends with Esperanza imagining the agony of Geraldo's family in Mexico, who he worked hard to support and will never know why his checks ceased arriving.

The First Seven Years by Bernard Malamud

Feld the shoemaker and his assistant Sobel are working at their benches on a snowy February day. Feld thinks about Max, a young man he admires for his dedication to pursuing his education. He contrasts Max’s determination with the lack of interest his daughter Miriam shows in education.

At that moment Max brings in a pair of shoes for repair. Feld takes him aside, out of Sobel’s hearing, and asks whether Max would like to meet Miriam. After Max sees a picture of Miriam and asks a few questions about her, he agrees to get in touch with her. Feld gives him Miriam’s telephone number. Feld decides to repair the shoes at a reduced price although he does not tell Max of his generosity. Later that day, Sobel pounds so hard on the last (the wooden mold of the human foot on which shoes are built or repaired) that he breaks it. He then grabs his coat and rushes outside, quitting his job.

Sobel’s departure leaves Feld in an unfortunate situation. He cannot run the business entirely by himself. He remembers how, five years earlier, he had had a heart attack and would have had to sell the business had it not been for Sobel, a Polish refugee, who appeared and begged him for work. Feld took him on and Sobel soon learned how to run the business. Feld trusted him. Sobel, although uneducated, spent his spare time reading, and was in the habit of lending his books to Miriam. Although he earned little, he showed no desire to secure a better-paying job.

One week later, Feld seeks out Sobel in his rooming house, but the landlady tells him Sobel is not at home. Feld does not believe her. He decides to hire a new assistant, and although the new man is not as proficient as Sobel, Feld is satisfied. He also learns that, on Friday, Max is to have his first date with Miriam.

When Miriam returns from her date, Feld meets her in the kitchen. Miriam reports that she and Max went for a walk, but she is noncommittal about whether she likes him. Feld, though disappointed, is consoled by the fact that Miriam has accepted a second date with Max, eight days later. On that occasion, Feld waits up for Miriam to return. But Miriam confesses she was bored by Max’s company, and does not plan to see him again.

Max does not call again, and he starts to take a different route to school, avoiding Feld’s house. Then one afternoon he returns for his shoes and the transaction is completed without Miriam’s name being mentioned.

That night, Feld discovers that his new assistant has been stealing from him, and the shock gives him a mild heart attack. He stays in bed for three weeks, and on his first day back at work he realizes he has no option but to seek out Sobel again. He visits Sobel in his one small room, which has several stacks of books in it. Feld asks him when he will return to work and Sobel says never. Feld offers him higher wages, but Sobel does not care about money. Then Feld says he had always treated Sobel as if he were his own son, but Sobel seizes on the remark and asks Feld why, then, did he seek out boys for Miriam to go out with instead of him?

In the ensuing discussion, it transpires that the only reason Sobel worked for Feld for five years was because he was in love with Miriam. Feld had half-guessed this was the case but had not acknowledged it to himself. Sobel says that Miriam knows how he feels about her although he has never told her directly. Feld is angry and tells Sobel that he will never marry his daughter. Sobel also becomes angry but then breaks down in tears. Feld feels pity for him. He does not want Miriam to have the life of a shoemaker’s wife; he had dreamed of a better life for her. But then Feld has a change of heart. He says that if Sobel waits two more years he can then talk to Miriam about marriage.

