Cuba Review
Manifest Destiny- A doctrine used to rationalize U.S. territorial expansion in the 1840s and 1850s. It asserted that expansion of the United States throughout the American continents was both justified and inevitable. The phrase was coined by the U.S. journalist John L. O'Sullivan, and was initially used in regard to Mexican and Indian land in Texas and the Southwest. The concept was invoked later in relation to territory controlled by the United States as a result of the Spanish-American War (1898).
Panama Canal- It allowed ships to get from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, without having to go all the way around the tip of South America, or going down around Africa and through the Indian Ocean. This made shipping from Europe to Asia a lot faster.
Spanish American War- with the newspapers reporting on the Spanish brutality towards the Cubans, and the battleship Maine mysteriously exploded, President McKinley declared war on Spanish troops in Cuba. The war ended with US victory and from then on US had control over several Spanish colonies, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines, and Cuba. 
United Fruit Company
Pros:
· Largest agricultural enterprise in the world
· Built highways, railroads, ports, communications facilities, schools, hopsitals and housing

· Linked the economies of the region to the outside world
· Boosted the production of export crops

· Created thousands of jobs

· Established sound financial institutions and effective government
Cons:

· American companies meddled in local politics and relied on the US miltary to support their interests

· Economic development often proved imbalanced and smothered local initiative
· Most of the highways and railroads connected the planatations to Caribbean ports but did not serve national capitals
Monroe Doctrine- U.S. foreign-policy statement first enunciated by Pres. James Monroe on Dec. 2, 1823, declaring the Western Hemisphere off-limits to European colonization. Concerned that the European powers would attempt to restore Spain's former colonies, he declared, inter alia, that any attempt by a European power to control any nation in the Western Hemisphere would be viewed as a hostile act against the U.S. In 1904 Pres. Theodore Roosevelt added the Roosevelt Corollary, stating that in the event of flagrant wrongdoing by a Latin American state, the U.S. had the right to intervene in its internal affairs. As the U.S. became a world power, the Monroe Doctrine came to define the Western Hemisphere as a U.S. sphere of influence.
The Platt Amendment(1901)- was added to the Cuban constitution of 1901, affected Cuba's rights to negotiate treaties and permitted the U.S. to maintain its naval base at Guantanamo Bay and to intervene in Cuban affairs "for the preservation of Cuban independence.
Good Neighbour Policy- in a marked departure from its traditional interventionism, which was abhorrent to Latin Americans, the U.S. repudiated its assumed right to intervene unilaterally in Latin American affairs.
Rio Pact- the agreement signed in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, called on the countries of Latin America to come to the aid of a neighbor under attack
Fidel Castro- Fulgencio Batista overthrew the government in 1952. Castro organized a rebellion against Batista in 1953, but it failed; captured, he served time in prison and then went to Mexico, where he and others, including Che Guevara, continued to plot Batista's overthrow. Castro led an armed expedition back to Cuba in 1956; most of his men were killed, but a dozen survivors took refuge in the mountains, where they gradually managed to organize guerrillas throughout the island. In 1959 Batista was forced to flee the country. Castro nationalized private commerce and industry and expropriated U.S.-owned land and businesses, vastly expanded health services and eliminated illiteracy, and ruthlessly suppressed opposition, outlawing all political groups but the Communist Party. The U.S. attempted to bring about his overthrow and failed(The Bay of Pigs), precipitating the Cuban missile crisis. Castro exercised total control of the government and economy, which was increasingly dependent on subsidies from the Soviet Union.
Cuban missile crisis (1962). On 14 October 1962, following indications of increased military activity on Cuba and a growing Soviet presence, an aircraft photographed missile sites in western Cuba. Subsequent intelligence indicated that the missiles had the ability to reach almost the entire continental USA. The US ambassador to the UN Adlai Stevenson denounced the introduction of missiles in Cuba in a speech to the UN Security Council. He also called for a UN vote to condemn the installation of Soviet missiles in Cuba, but the Soviet ambassador to the UN vetoed his proposal. However, the Organzation of the American States did vote in support of the US blockade, condemned the USSR as an agressor. Many Latin American leaders also feared Cuban support of communist guerilla movements in their own countries. On 22 October 1962, after intense debate in the Executive Committee (ExComm) of the National Security Council, during which the possibilities of aerial bombardment or invasion of Cuba were discussed, US Pres John Kennedy announced a maritime blockade to prevent further shipments of missiles and military equipment. Kennedy also demanded that Khrushchev dismantle and remove all missiles from Cuba. On 26 October, Khrushchev sent Kennedy a long rambling letter seemingly proposing that the missile installations would be dismantled and personnel removed in exchange for United States assurances that it or its proxies would not invade Cuba. On 27 October, another letter to Kennedy arrived from Khrushchev, suggesting that missile installations in Cuba would be dismantled if the United States dismantled its missile installations in Turkey. The American administration decided to ignore this second letter and to accept the offer outlined in the letter of 26 October. Khrushchev then announced on 28 October that he would dismantle the installations and return them to the Soviet Union, expressing his trust that the United States would not invade Cuba. In return, the USA agreed never to invade Cuba and (secretly) to remove its missiles from Turkey.
