Collection 1 Test Review
The Cold Equations by Tom Godwin
A starship makes the rounds of Earth's colonies, adhering to a schedule from which it cannot deviate. When reports of a fever outbreak on the frontier planet Woden reach the starship, it drops off an Emergency Dispatch Ship, a space vessel of limited range, with a pilot and the serum that will cure them. The pilot discovers a stowaway, an 18-year-old girl named Marilyn who wants to see her brother, a colonist on Woden. The girl believes that she will have to pay a fine, but the situation is far more serious. The ship only has enough fuel for the pilot and his cargo. Her additional mass will cause the ship to run out of fuel before it can land, dooming both the pilot and the sick colonists. The pilot tries frantically to come up with a solution, but there is no way around the "cold equations"; he does not have sufficient fuel. The best he can do is to alter the ship's course enough to give her a single hour's reprieve before she must be jettisoned. In that time, she writes letters to her parents and her brother, talks with the pilot about death and, in the last few minutes, is able to speak with her brother on the radio, allowing them to say their goodbyes. When the horizon of the planet breaks up the radio contact, the girl enters the airlock and is ejected into space.
The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant by W. D. Wetherell

A fourteen-year-old boy watches a girl from afar and devolops a crush on her. He decides to invite her to accompany him to a concert. She agrees and they take the canoe. The young man throws out a fishing line on his way to pick up the girl. He hooks a huge bass, but Sheila, his date, has disclosed that she doesnt like fishing nor fishermen, so he cuts the line and loses the fish. After the concert, she tells him she's riding home with a guy she met at the concert. Needless to say, it leaves the young man full of regret for letting the monster bass get away.
The Book of Sand by Jorge Luis Borges

On opening the book, Borges finds that the pages are written in an indecipherable script appearing in double columns, ordered in versicles as in a Bible. When he opens to a page with an illustration, the bookseller advises a close look, since the page will never be found, or seen, again. It proves impossible to find the first or last page. This Book of Sand has no beginning or end: its pages are infinite. Each page is numbered, apparently uniquely but in no discernible pattern.

The bookseller indicates that he acquired the book in exchange for a handful of rupees and a Bible, from an owner who did not know how to read. His conscience is clear with respect to that transaction: he feels sure of not having cheated the native in exchanging the Word of God for this diabolic trinket. He and the fictive Borges strike a bargain, and Borges exchanges his entire pension plus a black-letter Wyclif Bible for the miraculous book.

The worldly Borges ultimately proves no more able to live with the terrifying book than was the salesman. He considers destroying the book by fire, but decides against this after reasoning that such a fire would release infinite amounts of smoke, and asphyxiate the entire world.

Ultimately, Borges transports the book to the Argentine National Library. He loses the Book of Sand on one of the basement's musty shelves", the infinite book deliberately lost in a near-infinity of books.

Boys and Girls by Alice Munro

The narrator’s horse Flora was going to be shot, and the narrator explains that she doesn't want to see it again. Once was plenty. She explains that she was not exactly horrified by it, she understood the necessity; still, she was a bit repulsed and also a bit ashamed. When it is time, Flora gets away from the men and makes a bid for freedom. The narrator's father yells for her to get the gate shut, because she was nearest and was a fast runner. She gets to the gate, but instead of shutting it, she opens it even more, allowing Flora to go through, without giving it a thought. Laird saw what happened, but her father and Henry did not. She assumed Laird would tell, and is conflicted about why she had done it, and worried about her punishment for disobeying her father.

She goes back to the house and tells her mother what happened. She goes up to her bedroom, and tells of her recent redecoration efforts for her part of the room, trying to make it nicer. She explains that they do not sing anymore at night, since Laird had told her she sounded silly. They are no longer afraid of the dark, and even her stories are changing - she is being rescued, instead of doing the rescuing.

The men and Laird come back with the butchered horsemeat in the truck. When they sit down for dinner, Laird tells on the narrator. Her father is disappointed with her, and the narrator begins to cry. Her father dismisses her with, "She's only a girl."

Everyday Use by Alice Walker

The story concerns a rare visit Dee pays to her mother and sister, after a long absence. The main purpose of the visit is to appropriate some of the family's belongings, which Dee wants to turn into museum pieces. First, she claims the top of the butter churn, still full of clabber, saying she's going to make the top of it into a centerpiece and do "something artistic" with the dasher. Maggie winces at this because she loves the churn and knows its whole history, but she barely protests.

Dee, however, is not finished yet; next, she asks for her grandmother's old patchwork quilts. Mrs. Johnson demurs, saying she has already promised the quilts to Maggie as a wedding gift. Dee angrily protests that Maggie will ruin the quilts by spreading them on beds--by putting them to "everyday use." Puzzled, the mother wonders what else people would do with quilts. Dee replies that they should be hung. Maggie tells Dee that she can take them because Maggie is used to never getting what she wants anyway, so this was not anything different. However, Maggie is really sad about giving the quilts away to Dee because Maggie actually cared about the quilts. Maggie's mother helped her grandmother to make them.

Mrs. Johnson looks at Maggie standing in the doorway, miserable but already resigned to her loss. In a sudden rush of almost religious feeling, she snatches the quilts from Dee and gives them to Maggie. Maggie and her mother, relieved, spend the rest of the day dipping snuff and enjoying each other's company.

Travels with Charley by John Steinback

