British Literature Midterm Review Sheet
Accessible- adj. capable of being reached

Buoyant- adj. characterized by liveliness and lightheartedness; tending to float or rise

Defiance- n. intentionally contemptuous behavior or attitud

Dispatch- v. send away towards a designated goal

Dissent- v. express opposition through action or word

Esoteric- adj. confined to and understandable by only an enlightened inner circle

Expedite- v. speed up the progress of; facilitate

Frivolous- adj. not serious in content or attitude or behavior

Gratify- v. make happy or satisfied

Hostility- n. a state of deep-seated ill-will

Incarcerate- v. lock up or confine, in or as in a jail

Insightful- adj. exhibiting insight or clear and deep perception

Loathe- v. hate; find repugnant

Nostalgia- n. longing from something past

Pedantic- adj. marked by a narrow focus on or display of learning especially its trivial aspects

Prudent- adj. careful and sensible

Synthesis- n. the combination of matters or ideas

Toxic- adj. of or relating to or caused by a toxin or poison

Urbane- adj. showing a high degree of refinement and the assurance that comes from wide social experience

Voracious- adj. excessively greedy and grasping

Acclaim- n. enthusiastic approval

v. applaud to indicate approval

Brittle- adj. having little elasticity, hence easily cracked, fractured, or snapped

Consolidation- n. the act of combining into an integral whole

Disperse- v. distribute loosely, cause to separate

Degenerate- v. grow worse

Espouse- v. choose and follow as of theories and ideas; take in marriage

Exemplary- adj. being or serving as an illustration of a type; worthy of imitation

Frail- adj. physically weak, easily broken

Generate- v. bring into existence, give or supply

Impromptu- adj. with little or no preparation or forethought

Ingenuous- lacking in sophistication or worldliness; not devious

Judicious- adj. marked by the exercise of good judgment or common sense in practical manners

Meticulous- adj. marked by precise accordance with details

Outmoded- adj. out of fashion

Provocative- adj. serving or tending to provoke, excite, or stimulate; stimulating discussion or exciting controversy

Reticent- adj. temperamentally disinclined to talk

Susceptible- adj. easily impressed and affected emotionally

Tedious- adj. so lacking in interest as to cause mental weariness

Translucent- adj. allowing light to pass through diffusely

Volatile- adj. liable to lead to sudden change or violence

Abeyance- n. temporary cessation or suspension

Abrade- v. wear away, rub hard or scrub

Aristocracy- n. a privileged class holding hereditary titles; the powerful members of a society

Chastise- v. criticize severely

Contentious- adj. inclined or showing an inclination to dispute or disagree; involving or likely to cause controversy

Deprivation- n. the disadvantage that results from losing something

Diligence- n. persevering determination to perform a task

Dispel- v. force to go away

Emancipate- v. free from slavery or servitude

Foresight- v. seeing ahead; knowing in advance; foreseeing

Fissure- n. a long narrow opening

Forestall- v. act in advance of

Franchise- n. an authorization to sell a company’s goods or services 

Harbor- n. a place of refuge, comfort, and security 

v. maintain, secretly shelter

Malign- v. speak unfavorably about

adj. evil or harmful in nature

Monarchy- n. an autocracy governed by a monarch

Obdurate- adj. Stubbornly persistent in wrongdoing

Oblique- adj. slanting or inclined in direction or course or position

Sinuous- adj. curved in and out

Suffragist- n. an advocate of the extension of voting rights

Accommodate- v. be agreeable or acceptable to; provide a service or favor for someone

Condone- v. excuse, overlook, or make allowances for; be lenient with

Debilitate- v. make weak

Demean- v. reduce in worth or character, usually verbally

Disparate- adj. fundamentally different or distinct in quality or kind

Entice- v. provoke someone to do something through

Flippant- adj. showing inappropriate levity

Genre- n. a kind of literary or artistic work

Implement- v. ensure observance of laws and rules

Ingrate- n. a person who shows no gratitude

Larceny- n. the act of taking something from someone unlawfully

Misconception- n. an incorrect conception

Nonchalance- n. the trait of remaining calm and seeming not to care; a casual lack of concern

Obnoxious- adj. causing disapproval or protest

Promote- v. contribute to the progress or growth of

Repudiate- v. refuse to acknowledge, ratify, or recognize as valid; refuse to pay

Subdued- adj. restrained in style or quality; quieted and brought under control

Suppress- v. to put down by force or authority

Alfred, Lord Tennyson

The Lady of Shalott
The first four stanzas describe a pastoral setting. The Lady of Shalott lives in an island castle in a river which flows to Camelot, but little is known about her by the local farmers. Stanzas five to eight describe the lady's life. She suffers from a mysterious curse, and must continually weave images on her loom without ever looking directly out at the world. Instead, she looks into a mirror which reflects the busy road and the people of Camelot which pass by her island. The reflected images are described as "shadows of the world," a metaphor that makes clear that they are a poor substitute for seeing directly ("I am half-sick of shadows.") Stanzas nine to twelve describe "bold Sir Lancelot" as he rides by, and is seen by the lady. The remaining seven stanzas describe the effect on the lady of seeing Lancelot; she stops weaving and looks out her window toward Camelot, bringing about the curse. She leaves her tower, finds a boat upon which she writes her name, and floats down the river to Camelot. She dies before arriving at the palace. Among the knights and ladies who see her is Lancelot, who thinks she is lovely.

Tears, Idle Tears

"Tears, Idle Tears" is noted for its lyric richness, and for its tones of paradox and ambiguity—especially as Tennyson did not often bring his doubts into the grammar and symbolism of his works. The ambiguity occurs in the contrasting descriptions of the tears: they are "idle", yet come from deep within the narrator; the "happy autumn-fields" inspire sadness.
The Eagle

The first stanza of this consciously styled "fragment" poem personifies an eagle, describing its claws as "hands" and conferring upon the bird almost the status of the lonely, Romantic outsider.
Crossing the Bar

The poem contains four stanzas that generally alternate between long and short lines. Tennyson employs a traditional ABAB rhyme scheme. The form of the poem follows the content: the wavelike quality of the long-then-short lines parallels the narrative thread of the poem. The extended metaphor of "crossing of bar" represents traveling serenely and securely from life through death. The Pilot is a metaphor for God, whom the speaker hopes to meet face to face. Tennyson explained, "The Pilot has been on board all the while, but in the dark I have not seen him…[He is] that Divine and Unseen Who is always guiding us."

Robert Browning

My Last Duchess

The narrator is dissatisfied with his wife’s over-friendliness to everyone which makes him jealous. Yet he is too arrogant to point it out. Eventually he killed her (possibly by poison). The main themes are power, influence, marriage, aristocracy and egotism.
Porphyria’s Lover

The narrator is dissatisfied with his girlfriend’s relationship with another person. He strangles her with her hair. And what’s more horrible is that he expects God to compliment him.

Elizabeth Browning

Sonnet 43

She describes eight reasons why she loves him. She says she will still love him after death. The most famous sentence is the first one, “how do I love thee? Let me count the ways”
Gerald Manley Hopkins

Pied Beauty

In the poem, the narrator praises God for the variety of "dappled things" in nature, such as cattle, trout and finches. He also describes how falling chestnuts resemble coals bursting in a fire. The narrator then moves to an image of the landscape which has been "plotted and pieced" into fields (like quilt squares) by agriculture. At the end of the poem, the narrator emphasizes that God's beauty is "past change", and advises readers to "Praise him". God's attribute of immutability is praised in contrast. By juxtaposing God's changelessness with the vicissitude of His creation, His separation from creation is emphasized, as is His vast creativity.
Spring and Fall

The poem began with a girl crying over the falling leaves. Instead of comforting the girl for not crying over such things, the narrator points out that one day she will be crying for her own death, which is much more profound and indeed worth crying, though a little harsh on the little girl.

Rudyard Kipling’s The Mark of the Beast

Fleete, who knows little of India or Indians, gets drunk at the Club on New Year's Eve, and on the way home desecrates a temple of Hanuman the Monkey God, by stubbing out his cigar on the image of the God. A priest, who is a leper, clasps Fleete to him, and bites him on the breast, leaving a livid mark. As another priest says when he leaves, Hanuman has not yet done with him.
Soon after, Fleete starts to behave like a man possessed, gnawing raw meat, grovelling in the earth of the garden, and howling like a wolf. The doctor thinks he is dying of rabies, but Strickland knows better. Only when he and the narrator have captured the leper priest and forced him by torture to remove the spell he has cast on Fleete, does the demented man return to sanity.
The Demon Lover by Elizabeth Bowen
The Demon Lover is a story about a women how goes back into her home town where everyone has gone due to the recent bombings from the war. The women walked into her house to find a dark dreary picture of what her house used to be. Everything around her was run down and torn apart from the opposing army. The beginning of the story pretty much just talks about this women who goes back into her house but before she could get back into her house she was approached by a women who told her that there was going to be another bombing so she was going to have to get out of the town as soon as possible. 
While she was in her house looking some of her things she found a letter that was talked about how today was her anniversary was today. After she finished reading the letter she remembered talking to an ex lover back during a time around world war one, where he went to fight in the war. She talked about how she would wait for him until he returned. After a long time, about 12 years she finally couldn't wait anymore and she wanted to move on. Kathleen then started to go a little crazy, you could say. She ran out of her house and tried to get a taxi. She couldn't find one so she ran to the town square to find one. She then found a taxi to take her out of the town. Right when the taxi started to pull away it was stopped by a tapping on the outside of the glass. It was Mrs. Dover and when Mrs. Dover say who was in the cab she started screaming. the driver then started to drive back down the street.


Byronic Hero
	· “Dark” attributes not normally associated with archetypal hero

· Disrespectful of rank and privilege

· Emotionally conflicted, bipolar tendencies, or moodiness 

· A distaste for social institutions and norms 

· An exile, an outcast, or an outlaw 

· Arrogant

· High level of intelligence and perception

· Mysterious, magnetic, and charismatic

· Power of seduction and attraction
	· Self-critical and introspective

· Self-destructive behavior

· Social and sexual dominance

· Sophisticated and well-educated

· Struggles with integrity

· Troubled past; hides an unsavory past

· Has great talent

· Is highly passionate 

· Shows cunning and ability to adapt

· Cynical


Iambic – a metrical foot, or unit of measure, consisting of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable (ˇˋ)

Pentameter – a line of poetry made up of five iambs

Tetrameter – a line of poetry made up of four iambs

Couplet – two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme

Aside – private words that a character in a play speaks to the audience or to another character and that are not supposed to be overheard by others onstage

Simile – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things by using a connective word like, as, than, or resembles
Soliloquy – a long speech in which a character who is usually alone onstage expresses his or her private thoughts or feelings

Alliteration – the repetition of consonant sounds in words that are close to one another

Ballad – a song or songlike poem that tells a story

Sonnet – a fourteen-line lyric poem, usually written in iambic pentameter, that has one of several rhyme schemes

Lyrical poetry – poetry that focuses on expressing emotions or thought, rather than on telling a story

Blank verse – poetry written in unrhymed iambic pentameter

Speaker – the imaginary voice, or persona, assumed by the author of a poem

Metaphor – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things without using a connective word like, as, than, or resembles
Paradox – an apparent contradiction that is actually true

Allusion – a reference to a statement, person, place, event, or thing that is known from literature, history, religion, mythology, politics, sports, science, or popular culture

Personification – a kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human

Hyperbole – a figure of speech that uses exaggeration to express strong emotion or create a comic effect; also known as overstatement
Onomatopoeia – the use of a word whose sound imitates or suggests its meaning

Satire – a kind of writing that ridicules human weakness, vice, or folly in order to bring about social reform

Situational irony – occurs when what actually happens is the opposite of what is expected or appropriate

Dramatic irony – occurs when the audience or the reader knows something important that a character in a play or story does not know

Verbal irony – occurs when a writer or speaker says one thing but really means something quite different – often the opposite of what he or she has said

Parallelism – the repetition of words, phrases, or sentences that have the same grammatical structure or that restate a similar idea

Pun – a play on the multiple meanings of a word or on two words that sound alike but have different meanings

Sarcasm – a kind of particularly cutting irony, in which praise is used tauntingly to indicate its opposite in meaning

Dystopia- a futuristic imagined universe in which oppressive societal control and the illusion of a perfect society are maintained through corporate, bureaucratic, technological, moral or totalitarian control. 

Characteristics
· Propaganda is used to control citizens

· Information, freedom, and independent thought are restricted.

· A figurehead and/or concept is worshipped by society.

· Citizens are perceived to be under constant surveillance. 

· Citizens have a fear of the outside world. 

· Citizens live in a dehumanized state.

· The natural world is banished and distrusted.

· Citizens conform to uniform expectations. Individuality and dissent is bad.

· The society is an illusion of a perfect utopian world. 

Suggested Essay Topics for Wuthering Heights
1. Discuss the novel’s narrative structure. Are the novel’s narrators trustworthy? Why or why not? With particular reference to Nelly’s story, consider what might be gained from reading between the lines of the narration. What roles do the personalities of the narrators play in the way that the story is told?
2. What role does social class and class ambiguity play in Wuthering Heights? To what extent is Heathcliff’s social position responsible for the misery and conflict so persistent in the book?
3. Discuss revenge in Wuthering Heights. In what ways is it connected to love? What is the nature of love in the novel, that it can be so closely connected to vengeance?
4. Think about the influence of the physical landscape in the novel. What role do the moors play in the development of the story, and in the presentation of the characters? How does Catherine’s abiding love of the moors help us to understand her character? What do the moors come to symbolize in the novel?

