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Literary devices

Iambic – a metrical foot, or unit of measure, consisting of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable (ˇˋ)

Pentameter – a line of poetry made up of five iambs

Tetrameter – a line of poetry made up of four iambs

Couplet – two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme

Aside – private words that a character in a play speaks to the audience or to another character and that are not supposed to be overheard by others onstage

Simile – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things by using a connective word like, as, than, or resembles
Soliloquy – a long speech in which a character who is usually alone onstage expresses his or her private thoughts or feelings

Alliteration – the repetition of consonant sounds in words that are close to one another

Ballad – a song or songlike poem that tells a story

Sonnet – a fourteen-line lyric poem, usually written in iambic pentameter, that has one of several rhyme schemes

Lyrical poetry – poetry that focuses on expressing emotions or thought, rather than on telling a story

Blank verse – poetry written in unrhymed iambic pentameter

Speaker – the imaginary voice, or persona, assumed by the author of a poem

Metaphor – a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things without using a connective word like, as, than, or resembles
Paradox – an apparent contradiction that is actually true

Allusion – a reference to a statement, person, place, event, or thing that is known from literature, history, religion, mythology, politics, sports, science, or popular culture

Personification – a kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human

Hyperbole – a figure of speech that uses exaggeration to express strong emotion or create a comic effect; also known as overstatement
Onomatopoeia – the use of a word whose sound imitates or suggests its meaning

Satire – a kind of writing that ridicules human weakness, vice, or folly in order to bring about social reform

Situational irony – occurs when what actually happens is the opposite of what is expected or appropriate

Dramatic irony – occurs when the audience or the reader knows something important that a character in a play or story does not know

Verbal irony – occurs when a writer or speaker says one thing but really means something quite different – often the opposite of what he or she has said

Parallelism – the repetition of words, phrases, or sentences that have the same grammatical structure or that restate a similar idea

Pun – a play on the multiple meanings of a word or on two words that sound alike but have different meanings

Sarcasm – a kind of particularly cutting irony, in which praise is used tauntingly to indicate its opposite in meaning

Macbeth Plot Overview

The play begins with the brief appearance of a trio of witches and then moves to a military camp, where the Scottish King Duncan hears the news that his generals, Macbeth and Banquo, have defeated two separate invading armies—one from Ireland, led by the rebel Macdonwald, and one from Norway. Following their pitched battle with these enemy forces, Macbeth and Banquo encounter the witches as they cross a moor. The witches prophesy that Macbeth will be made thane (a rank of Scottish nobility) of Cawdor and eventually King of Scotland. They also prophesy that Macbeth’s companion, Banquo, will beget a line of Scottish kings, although Banquo will never be king himself. The witches vanish, and Macbeth and Banquo treat their prophecies skeptically until some of King Duncan’s men come to thank the two generals for their victories in battle and to tell Macbeth that he has indeed been named thane of Cawdor. The previous thane betrayed Scotland by fighting for the Norwegians and Duncan has condemned him to death. Macbeth is intrigued by the possibility that the remainder of the witches’ prophecy—that he will be crowned king—might be true, but he is uncertain what to expect. He visits with King Duncan, and they plan to dine together at Inverness, Macbeth’s castle, that night. Macbeth writes ahead to his wife, Lady Macbeth, telling her all that has happened.

Lady Macbeth suffers none of her husband’s uncertainty. She desires the kingship for him and wants him to murder Duncan in order to obtain it. When Macbeth arrives at Inverness, she overrides all of her husband’s objections and persuades him to kill the king that very night. He and Lady Macbeth plan to get Duncan’s two chamberlains drunk so they will black out; the next morning they will blame the murder on the chamberlains, who will be defenseless, as they will remember nothing. While Duncan is asleep, Macbeth stabs him, despite his doubts and a number of supernatural portents, including a vision of a bloody dagger. When Duncan’s death is discovered the next morning, Macbeth kills the chamberlains—ostensibly out of rage at their crime—and easily assumes the kingship. Duncan’s sons Malcolm and Donalbain flee to England and Ireland, respectively, fearing that whoever killed Duncan desires their demise as well.

Fearful of the witches’ prophecy that Banquo’s heirs will seize the throne, Macbeth hires a group of murderers to kill Banquo and his son Fleance. They ambush Banquo on his way to a royal feast, but they fail to kill Fleance, who escapes into the night. Macbeth becomes furious: as long as Fleance is alive, he fears that his power remains insecure. At the feast that night, Banquo’s ghost visits Macbeth. When he sees the ghost, Macbeth raves fearfully, startling his guests, who include most of the great Scottish nobility. Lady Macbeth tries to neutralize the damage, but Macbeth’s kingship incites increasing resistance from his nobles and subjects. Frightened, Macbeth goes to visit the witches in their cavern. There, they show him a sequence of demons and spirits who present him with further prophecies: he must beware of Macduff, a Scottish nobleman who opposed Macbeth’s accession to the throne; he is incapable of being harmed by any man born of woman; and he will be safe until Birnam Wood comes to Dunsinane Castle. Macbeth is relieved and feels secure, because he knows that all men are born of women and that forests cannot move. When he learns that Macduff has fled to England to join Malcolm, Macbeth orders that Macduff’s castle be seized and, most cruelly, that Lady Macduff and her children be murdered.

When news of his family’s execution reaches Macduff in England, he is stricken with grief and vows revenge. Prince Malcolm, Duncan’s son, has succeeded in raising an army in England, and Macduff joins him as he rides to Scotland to challenge Macbeth’s forces. The invasion has the support of the Scottish nobles, who are appalled and frightened by Macbeth’s tyrannical and murderous behavior. Lady Macbeth, meanwhile, becomes plagued with fits of sleepwalking in which she bemoans what she believes to be bloodstains on her hands. Before Macbeth’s opponents arrive, Macbeth receives news that she has killed herself, causing him to sink into a deep and pessimistic despair. Nevertheless, he awaits the English and fortifies Dunsinane, to which he seems to have withdrawn in order to defend himself, certain that the witches’ prophecies guarantee his invincibility. He is struck numb with fear, however, when he learns that the English army is advancing on Dunsinane shielded with boughs cut from Birnam Wood. Birnam Wood is indeed coming to Dunsinane, fulfilling half of the witches’ prophecy.

In the battle, Macbeth hews violently, but the English forces gradually overwhelm his army and castle. On the battlefield, Macbeth encounters the vengeful Macduff, who declares that he was not “of woman born” but was instead “untimely ripped” from his mother’s womb (what we now call birth by cesarean section). Though he realizes that he is doomed, Macbeth continues to fight until Macduff kills and beheads him. Malcolm, now the King of Scotland, declares his benevolent intentions for the country and invites all to see him crowned at Scone.

Jonathan Swift
Gulliver’s Travels
Important Facts

· Setting - Early 18th Century

· Themes:
· Satirical view of European government and silly differences between religions

· Raises the question: are men born corrupt or do they become corrupt?

· Tone - gullible, satirical, naïve
· At times bitter and cynical

· Swift is also a name-caller. Mankind, as he has a Brobdingnagian remark, is "the most pernicious race of little odious vermin that Nature ever suffered to crawl upon the surface of the earth."

· Swift uses satire in this novel to make his points—almost every situation is meant to point out flaws in the European way of life.

· Each land that Gulliver visits represents a different aspect of Swift's mocking purpose, and each section uses satire very differently.

· Gulliver represents the typical Englishman; therefore, his thoughts are supposed to represent typical English/European ideas and logic.

	Definitions
	Examples
	Examples from part 1
	Examples from part 2

	Irony: 

Pointed contrast between what’s expected to happen and what actually happened
	Sally used all her savings to buy an expensive prom dress the day before the department store placed all prom dresses on sale.
	Captured by 6in people

Small king thinking he’s “all that”

Treated like a prisoner, but well-provided for
	1. reader expects king to know politics, but he doesn’t 

2. Gulliver tells history of England to king and it’s called praise but it’s actually all the bad stuff

3. G. is a favorite in this part, a pet

	Hyperbole:

Stating something over the actual degree
	After the fall, I felt like I had three broken legs.
	100 arrows

“ROAR!!!”

From moon/extraterrestrial
	G says that the flies are the size of birds (larks)

	Understatement:
Stating something below the actual degree
	My doctor says I’ll experience some discomfort after heart surgery.
	Shot by arrows… no big deal

Gesture of submission could crush army
	Land of giants – but calls them “dwarf” 

**“doubts” whether injured, but he’s clearly hurt! 

	Satire: 

Any kind of writing that makes the reader feel criticizing; combines humor and wit with criticism; the purpose is to bring improvements and changes
	
	1.Arguments of the kingdoms – trivialities

2.Shooting arrows like bombs

3.Criteria for nobility (rope dance)

4.Obedience to a royal decree (breaking eggs the right way)

5.Overreaction of breaking eggs (leads to war)
	King being smart, but not political

king says vice, ignorance, etc, needed for legislature

king was astonished by what G told him- unfamiliar with other lands

first minister says people in other land fight, betray, cheat, dispute 

	Pun:
Double meaning, play of words
	
	Fall – from rope and from position
	

	Euphemism
Subtle use of words to avoid direct offense and address of feelings
	
	Making water… peeing
	Excrement – poop 


Plot Summary

Lilliput

· Gulliver finds himself shipwrecked

· Bound up by Lilliputians

· Inhabitants fighting with nearby country over the proper way to crack open eggs mocks the English political and religious debates of Swift’s time. 

· Gulliver helps them fight war

· Lilliputians 

· Only 6 inches/15cm tall 

· Prone to conspiracies and jealousies

· Attack Gulliver with their tiny bows & arrows

· Emperor

· Despite small size, loves being in control, exercising his power, and ruling his large palace

· Intended to satirize the court of George I (King of Great Britain at the time of the writing of the Travels). 
Brobdingnag
· Meets the Brobdingnagians

· Gulliver sold and used as a slave, mostly used for entertainment purposes

· Discusses history and policies of his native country with the King
· Brobdingnagians

· Giants (60 feet/18 m tall) that inhabit Brobdingnag 

· Reasonable, gentle

· Ignorant

· The Queen

· Sweet, kind

· Humorous, witty

· The King

· Intellectual, rational

· Does not know much about politics
Laputa and Lagado
· Third journey to the useless scientists and philosophers of Laputa and Lagado who spend their time trying to extract sunshine from cucumbers while failing to do anything worthwhile. 

· Intended to satirize the Royal Society of Scientists & Age of Reason that glorified science over religion
Houyhnhnms
· Horses empowered with reason, simplicity and dignity who rule the deformed Yahoos who look like humans but live revolting lives of vice and brutality. 

· Gulliver is eventually banished from their society

· They feel he is a threat to their civilization

· Aware he has a resemblance to a Yahoo

· Yahoos

· Dirty, hairy, primitive, but humanlike

· Many different kinds- blonde, redheaded, dark-haired

· Servants of Houyhnhnms
· Houyhnhnms (in their language "the perfection of nature") 
· Horses 

· Live in peaceful, simple society

· Rule with reason and truthfulness- do not even have the word “lie” in their vocabulary
A Modest Proposal

Outline
· the present situation in Ireland        expect a proposal to solve the problem of poor children beggars
· detailing his proposal
· illustrating the advantages of his proposal
· supposing an objection to his proposal 
Literary Devices
· Understatement (the idea of pricing a child) 
· Verbal irony (the author’s proposal is outrageous)
· Situational irony (the idea of selling a child for food is a reversal of all that we value)
· Parody (mimicking the language of business)

His advantages of the proposal
· It would greatly lessen the number of Papists (a derogatory term for Catholics).

· Landlords can seize the Irish children in payment for rents. 

· The nation’s wealth will be increased because there are so many children (and a new dish will be added to the nation’s tables). 

· The breeders will sell their children and will not have to support them. 

· The business of taverns will be increased (with the introduction of new food).

· The plan would be a great inducement to marriage. Women would be well-treated when pregnant – just as mares and cows and sows are. 

Summary
· With bitter irony, that the poverty of the Irish people should be relieved by the sale of their children, “at a year old,” as food for the rich, the narrator put forward his so-called perfect proposal. 
· With the utmost gravity, he set out statistics to show the revenue that would come if this idea were adopted. 

· The remedy, Swift took care to point out, was only for the kingdom of Ireland, not for the whole England.

· The last proposal is a most heartbreaking piece of sarcasm that fiery indignation has given birth to and a most powerful blow at the English government’s policy of exploitation and oppression in Ireland. 

Romantic Period
Definition

· Romanticism refers to a movement during the 19th century.  

· Romanticism was a movement across all the arts: visual art, music, and literature.

· The arts embraced themes prevalent in the Middle Ages, such as chivalry and courtly love.

· Shakespeare became popular again.
Origins
· Romanticism began to take root as a movement following the French Revolution. The French Revolution brought inspiring new ideals of democracy that were eventually crushed by the disillusioning reign of the guillotine that followed.
· The publication of Lyrical Ballads with a Few Other Poems by William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge in 1792 is considered the beginning of literary Romanticism.

Context

· The Industrial Revolution: factories and overcrowded cities
· Laissez faire economics: the government does not interfere in the economy which allowed the rich to grow richer and poor grow poorer

· Upset by the economic and social conditions Romantic poets rebelled against literary norms which favored reason and rigid structure
Imagination
· Imagination emphasized over “reason”

· Backlash against the rationalism characterized by the Neoclassical period or “Age of Reason”
· Imagination considered necessary for creating all art
· British writer Samuel Taylor Coleridge called imagination “intellectual intuition” and encouraged “willing suspension on disbelief” in reading lit.

Idealism
· Idealism refers to any theory that emphasizes the spirit, the mind, or language over matter – thought has a crucial role in making the world the way it is.

· Immanuel Kant, a German philosopher, held that the mind forces the world we perceive to take the shape of space-and-time. 

Intuition
· Romantics placed value on “intuition,” or feeling and instincts, over reason.

· Emotions were important in Romantic art.

· British Romantic William Wordsworth described poetry as “the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.”

Inspiration

· The Romantic artist, musician, or writer, is an “inspired creator” rather than a “technical master.”

· Fascinated with youth and innocence in which one matures by learning to explore and trust the emotions, sense of will, and identity
· Romanticism emphasized going with the moment, or being spontaneous, rather than being precise, controlled, or realistic.

Individuality

· Questioned tradition and authority and imagined a better, idealistic society

· Embraced affinity for change and adapting to change

· Romantics celebrated the individual.
· During this time period, Women’s Rights and Abolitionism took root as major movements.

	Title of poem
	Author of Poem
	Summary of poem
	Literary devices seen in poem

	To a Mouse
	Robert Burns
	A farmer plowed up the mice’s nest and felt bad for it. Thinking ahead might not always be successful.
	· Dialect

	To a Louse
	Robert Burns
	A lady who thinks she is beautiful at church has lice on her bonnet. The message is that people should be able to recognize how others see them.
	· Dialect

	The Tyger
Song of Experience
	William Blake
	The entire poem is the description of a fierce tiger in the forest. The speaker wonders if the One who created the innocent lamb is the same One who created such scary creature.
	· Parallelism

· Repetition
· Imagery – fire ( destruction

	The Lamb
Song of Innocence
	William Blake
	The poem is a description of the lamb in a joyful tone. Its pureness draws a contrast to the tiger in “The Tyger”.
	· Allusion

· Parallelism

· Repetition
· Lyrical
· Allegory – lamb ( Jesus

	The Chimney Sweeper
Song of Innocence
	William Blake
	The speaker’s mom died when he was young, and his father sold him to be one of the chimney sweepers. The children dream of the presence of an Angel and feel happy and warm.
	· Euphemism
· Pun

	The Chimney Sweeper
Song of Experience
	William Blake
	The little child expresses his sorrow that while his parents are praying at the church, he has to work to earn money.
	· Contrast (black and white)

	A Poison Tree
Song of Experience
	William Blake
	The speaker is angry at someone, and his anger turns into a tree, which grows fruit of wrath that kills his foe at the end.
	· Extended metaphor

	Composed upon Westminster Bridge
	William Wordsworth
	The speaker describes the beautiful scenes of London in the early morning: the city is still with bright, smokeless air, and the buildings are asleep.
	· Personification

	The World is Too Much with Us
	William Wordsworth
	People are easy to lose their minds in the material world. The consequences of being out of tune with nature are giving away their hearts and losing the link with God.
	· Allusion

	Kubla Khan
	Samuel Coleridge
	The entire poem is the imaginary description of Kubla Khan’s palace – Xanadu.
	· Alliteration
· Exaggeration
· Paradox
· Personification

	The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
	Samuel Coleridge
	Part I - At a wedding feast, a Mariner tells the wedding guests about the story of his voyage. His ship was taken to the South by the wind and got stuck in the middle of the ice and fog. An albatross, the pious bird of good omen, flew over and stayed with them for some nights, as the ship returned northward through fog and floating ice. For some unknown reason, the Mariner shot the albatross with his crossbow at night.
Part II – The Mariner’s shipmates cry out against him for killing the bird of good luck. When the fog cleared off, they stopped blaming him for the crime, but when the ship entered the Line and suddenly stopped moving, they blamed him for the situation again. The Mariner hung the albatross around his neck as a sign of his crime.
Part III – The ship stayed in the middle of the ocean for days, and the crews were all dried out. They bit themselves in order to drink blood. One day, a ship approached them; on board were Death and Life-In-Death, who killed the Mariner’s shipmates except for him.

Part IV – The ancient Mariner was unable to pray as he was surrounded by all the non-rotten dead bodies. He saw the water snakes in the ocean, a sign of evilness, and felt happy, for he had not seen a single living thing for seven days. As he blessed them in his heart, the albatross around his neck fell off and sank into the sea.
Part V – The ancient Mariner was refreshed with rain. He heard weird sounds and saw strange sights and commotions in the sky and the element. The bodies of the ship’s crew, driven by the angelic spirits, seemed to come to live again, and the ship moved on. (The Wedding Guest got scared of what he heard from the ancient Mariner).
Part VI – The Mariner had been cast into a trance; the angelic power caused the ship to move faster than men could have driven it. After the ancient Mariner’s penance is done, the curse was finally removed, and the angelic spirits left the dead bodies. The Mariner saw the Seraph, the angel of the highest rank, by each body. He heard the angel’s singing and felt the albatross’s blood washed away.
Par VII – The Pilot’s boat approached the Mariner’s ship and rescued the Mariner before the ship suddenly sank. Since then, the agony constrained him to travel from land to land. He then happened to appear in the wedding and, with his own example, tried to teach love and reverence to all things that God made and loved.
	· Allusion

· Imagery
· Metaphor

	The Destruction of Sennacherib
	George Gordon, Lord Byron
	Sennacherib was supposed to take the Assyrians to conquer Jerusalem, but an angel of the Lord came and destroyed his army over night. 
	· Allusion


