American Literature Midterm Review Sheet
Literature
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life.
A Pair of Silk Stockings and Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin both display the theme of rise of feminism and the social status of women. In A Pair of Silk Stockings the woman forgets her role as a mother and wife and becomes a free woman who buys whatever she wants. In Story of an Hour the woman is exhilarated at the news of his husband’s death and dies of heart attack when her husband emerges.
An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge by Ambrose Bierce is famous for its irregular time sequence and twist ending. The main character imagines a series of events that happens while he falls down from the bridge and gets hanged.
The Open Boat by Stephen Crane introduces the four characters, the correspondent, the captain, the cook and the oiler. The moods of the men fluctuate from anger at their desperate situation, to a growing empathy for one another and the sudden realization that nature is indifferent to their fates. The men become fatigued and bicker with one another; nevertheless, they work together to survive. The theme is how men are tiny in front of nature.
To Build a Fire by Jack London tells a story about a man who tries to survive in the snow but at last gives up his hope and sits to wait for death. At last the dog, not understanding why the man would wait for death, saves the man.
A Wagner Matinee by Willa Cather combines two themes — the hardship and desolation of pioneer life and the sustaining power of music on the human spirit.
Robert Frost poems

Birches- The main image of the poem is of a series of birch trees that have been bowed down so that they no longer stand up straight but rather are arched over. While the poet quickly establishes that he knows the real reason that this has happened—ice storms have weighed down the branches of the birch trees, causing them to bend over—he prefers instead to imagine that something else entirely has happened: a young boy has climbed to the top of the trees and pulled them down, riding the trees as they droop down and then spring back up over and over again until they become arched over. This tension between what has actually happened and what the poet would like to have happened, between the real world and the world of the imagination, runs throughout Frost's poetry and gives the poem philosophical dimension and meaning far greater than that of a simple meditation on birch trees.
Once by the Pacific- Robert Frost highlights the power of nature and God, and that when Judgment Day or the end of the world comes, humans are powerless. 
Neither out Far Nor In Deep- The people" are indeed gulls--that is, dupes. In their search for ultimate reality they have been tricked, cheated, conned. They can look neither out far nor in deep.
Design- The subject is about a flower that the poet has seen; but more importantly—about the spider and its web that is designed on this flower. Although "Design" discusses the dead bugs that have been caught during the night, the poem is written more with a theme of awe than it is of gloom. The color white in the first part gives this feeling. The flower, spider, and also the moth that has been caught within the web are all white. The sense of awe that the author feels is discovered in the last line, when he contemplates whether the spider has designed this plan, and whether it is too small to even have been planned.
The Death of the Hired Man- This is a dialog form poem that accounts for a character Silas between Mary and Warren. Mary sympathizes with Silas but Warren does not. 
Winter Dreams by F. Scott Fitzgerald is about a love affair between the main character and a girl who later is engaged to someone else after the main character leaves. When the main character has become rich and prosperous he hears that his former lover has been constantly abused by her husband, meanwhile he realizes that his dream has gone.
Chrysanthemums by John Steinbeck is about a woman working in the field who later befriends a tinker. She gives him some chrysanthemums with great earnestness, but later finds out that the tinker does not care at all about her and her chrysanthemums. The theme is the inequality of gender in the 1930s. 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty by James Thurber depicts a man whose extremely mundane life is constantly interrupted by the character's escapist fantasies. Whereas the fantasy Mitty is not scared of anything, the real one protests feebly, if at all, at demands that he behave cautiously. Similarly, the admiration bestowed on Mitty in the fantasies contrasts with much less pleasant interactions with real people. 
A Worn Path by Eudora Welty is a short story about an elderly African-American woman named Phoenix Jackson who is walking through the woods into town. On her way she encounters many deterrents, like a dog, heavy brush, and a hunter who threatens her with a gun, among many other things. Her reason for going to Natchez is to pick up a supply of medicine for her grandson, who accidentally swallowed lye a few years before. The damage to his throat never fully heals, and every so often his throat will begin to swell shut. It is Old Phoenix's love for her grandson that causes her to face the trial of the journey to town, every time it is necessary, with no questions asked. At its heart, "A Worn Path" is a tale of undying love and devotion.
Richard Cory by Edwin Arlington Robinson describes a person who is wealthy, well educated, mannerly, and admired by the people in his town. Despite all this, he takes his own life. Through this story, Robinson introduces the classic theme of not judging people by their appearance; rather, there is more to a man than what appears on the surface. The idea that money cannot buy happiness is also suggested. The speakers are townspeople who admire Richard Cory.
Miniver Cheever by Edwin Arlington Robinson, written in iambic tetrameter quatrains, relates the story of a hopeless romantic who spends his days thinking about what might have been if only he had only been born earlier in time.
Soldier’s Home by Ernest Hemingway describes Harold Krebs, a young man who is tormented from his experiences in the war. He eventually comes to the realization that he doesn't belong in his childhood home anymore and decides to leave.
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock by T. S. Eliot is about a timid, overcautious middle-aged man. He escorts his silent listener through streets in a shabby part of a city, past cheap hotels and restaurants, to a social gathering where women he would like to meet are conversing. However, he is hesitant to take part in the activity for fear of making a fool of himself. 
The Good Country People by Flannery O’Connor uses irony and a finely controlled comic sense to reveal the world as it is. The seemingly pious young man Manly Pointer is actually an atheist and evil person.
Spoon River Anthology is a collection of epitaphs. The dead people then reveal some truths in their death which they couldn’t when they were alive.
Richard Bone is a person who chisels the epitaphs on the tombstones. 
Butch Weldy suffered from an industrial accident at work but didn’t get any compensation. 
Fiddler Jones is a person who always sees joy in everything.
Petit the Poet composes poem from the life around him.
Mrs. George Reece’s husband was sent to jail after the Great Panic, although he didn’t do anything illegal.
Recuerdo by Edna St. Vincent Millay tells a sweet memory of a couple.
A Rose For Emily by William Faulkner is about an old woman Emily who killed his husband and slept with him for forty years. The style is Southern Gothic because it reveals the dark side of human being.
Vocabulary
Judicious –adj – cautious; wise

Appreciable –adj – measurable

Veritable –adj – genuine; true

Acute – adj – keen; sharp

Laborious –adj – difficult; involving much hard work

Reveling –v – taking pleasure

Fastidious –adj – difficult to please; critical

Preposterous –adj – ridiculous

Gaudy – adj – showy, but lacking in good taste

Poignant –adj – emotionally moving

Intimated – v – stated directly; hinted

Comply –v – to obey; to agree to a request
Interpose –v – to put forth in order to intervene

Solemnity –n – seriousness

Render – v – make

Singular – adj – remarkable

Attributed – v – believed to result from

Curry –v – to groom

Expiring –v – dying
Afforded – given; provided

Conflagration – n – huge fire

Stolidity – n – showing no emotion

Obliterated – v – destroyed

Prostrate – adj – lying flat on the ground

Ominous – adj – sinister; foreboding

Gesticulating – v used as adj – gesturing, especially with the hands and arms, while speaking

Provisional – adj – temporary; for the time being

Retraction – n – withdrawl

Indolent – adj – lazy

Blanched – v used as adj – drained of color

Intangible – adj – difficult to define; vague

Undulations – n – wavelike motions

Protruding – v used as adj – sticking out

Solidity – n – firmness; solidness

Imperative – adj – absolutely necessary; compulsory

Extremities = n – limbs of the body, especially hands and feet

Recoiled – v – shrank away; drew back

Imperceptible – adj – not easily perceived

Excruciating – adj – extreme; intense

Ensued – v – resulted

Legacy- a gift of personal property by will 

Grotesque- adj. distorted and unnatural in shape or size; abnormal and hideous
Eluding- adj. escaping, avoiding

Reverential- adj. feeling or manifesting veneration

Pious- adj. having or showing or expressing reverence for a deity

Inert- adj. slow and apathetic, inactive

Trepidation- n. a feeling of alarm or dread

Obliquely- adv. sidelong, indirectly

Deluge- n. an overwhelming number or amount

Myriad- adj. too numerous to be counted, countless


Nominal- adj. insignificantly small; a matter of form only

Turbulence- n. a state of violent disturbance and disorder

Ludicrous- adj. ridiculous, absurd


Plaintive- adj. expressing sorrow, mournful
Mirth- n. great merriment and happiness
Divergence- n. the act of moving away in different direction from a common point
Petulance- n. irritability, irritable feeling
Perturbation- n. the act of causing disorder

Reserve- n. self-restraint
Elation- n. a feeling of joy and pride

Fluctuate- v to rise and fall regularly in number or amount

Capitalist- n. a rich person

Sporadic- adj. occurring at irregular intervals or only in a few places

Punctilious- adj. showing great attention to detail

Labyrinth- n. a complicated irregular network of passages

Souvenir- n. a thing that is kept as a reminder of a person

Olfactory- adj. relating to the sense of smell

Somnambulatory- adj. sleepwalking

Brood- v. think deeply about an unpleasant subject

Benediction- n. the speaking of a blessing

Sentimental- adj. emotional

Monopolize- v. dominate or take control of

Splendor- n. magnificent and impressive appearance

Modesty- n. the quality of being humble

Jaunty- adj. lively and self-confident

Scornful- adj. feeling that something is worthless; contemptuous

Wan- adj. pale and appearing ill or exhausted

Skepticism- n. question accepted beliefs or statements; disbelief

Sheik- n. leader in a Arab tribe

Single-mindedness- n. the quality of having or showing a single aim or purpose
Affixes
	Root Word
	Affix
	Meaning
	Example

	Jacere
	eas, jac, ject, jet
	to lie, throw
	interject

	Mandare
	mand, mend
	to order
	demand

	Miscere
	misc, mix
	to mix
	miscellaneous

	Nocere
	noc, nox
	to harm
	innocent

	Pellere
	pel, pul
	to drive
	repel

	Portare
	port
	to carry
	portable

	Quaerere
	quest, quir, quis
	to seek
	question

	Radere
	ras
	to scrape
	abrasive

	Rex
	reg, roy
	king
	royal

	Scire
	sci
	to know
	omniscient


Realism
· Some authors, like Walt Whitman, maintained an optimistic view of the American character even after the horror of war.
· Some, however, like Melville, became even more pessimistic.

· Little poetry or fiction issued directly from the Civil War because few writers experienced it first hand.
· After the war, romantic writing began to decline as realism came of age.

· The literary movement known as realism dominated Americam fiction from the late 19th c. to the middle of the 20th c.
· Realists sought to accurately portray real life without filtering it through personal feelings, romanticism, or idealism.

· American realism had its roots in regionalism -- literature that focuses on a relatively small geographical area and attempts to accurately reproduce the speech and manners of that region.
Modernism
· WWI was a turning point in American life, marking the loss of innocence and a strong disillusionment with tradition.
Tenets of the American Dream
1. America is a new Eden, a “promised land” of beauty, unlimited resources, and endless opportunities.

2. The American birthright is one of ever-expanding opportunity.  Progress is a good thing, and we can optimistically expect life to keep getting better and better.

3. The independent, self-reliant individual will triumph.  Everything is possible for the person who places trust in his or her own powers and potential.
· Two important trends, Marxism and psychoanalysis, were noteworthy factors in the breakdown of traditional beliefs and values.  Psychoanalysis led to the literary technique of stream-of-consciousness narration.

· The Jazz Age at home was racy and unconventional.  The same decade of the 1920s witnessed the flight of many American authors to an expatriate life abroad, especially in France.

· Hemingway summed up the values of many post-WWI writers, both in his spare, plain style and in his creation of a new kind of hero, disillusioned but also honorable and courageous.

· After an uneventful period between 1890 and 1910, an explosion of modernist poetry, heavily influenced by developments in Europe, began.  Ezra Pound and TS Eliot, associated with the Symbolist and Imagist movements, were especially important in charting a modernist direction for American poetry.

Elements of Modernism in American Literature

1. Emphasis on bold experimentation in style and form, reflecting the fragmentation of society

2. Rejection of traditional themes and subjects

3. Sense of disillusionment and loss of faith in the American Dream

4. Rejection of the ideal of a hero as infallible in favor of a hero who is flawed and disillusioned but shows “grace under pressure”

5. Interest in the inner workings of the human mind, sometimes expressed through new narrative techniques such as stream-of-consciousness
· Poets like Edwin Arlington Robinson and Robert Frost from New England and Edgar Lee Masters from the Midwest continued to use traditional verse forms and offered penetrating insights into a variety of American character types.

· The poets of the Harlem Renaissance revolutionized the African American contribution to American literature by introducing ghetto speech and the rhythms of jazz and blues into their verse.

· Poetic voices of the West and the South included Robinson Jeffers, who was skeptical of social progress, and John Crowe Ransom, a Southerner who write with the courtly grace of an earlier age.

· American modernist writers both echoed and challenged the American dream.  They constituted a broader, more resonant voice than ever before, resulting in a second American renaissance.  With all the changes, however, writers continued to ask fundamental questions about the meaning and purpose of human existence 

Fitzgerald

· Born in Minnesota, Fitzgerald’s Family was socially prominent and genteelly poor. Fitzgerald comes from a well-to-do father & a working-class mother. 

· Fitzgerald attended, but flunked out of Princeton.

· Fitzgerald (22) enlisted in the army during WWI, but never served.  However, while stationed in Montgomery, Alabama, he met 17-year-old Miss Zelda Sayre.

· Fitzgerald eventually earned fame and money after publishing his first book and Zelda decided she could marry him. 

· Rumors circulated of Fitzgerald and his wife swimming in public fountains in NYC, riding to parties on the hoods of taxis, fighting with waiters, and dancing on dining tables. 

· Even while living the wild life of the Roaring Twenties, Fitzgerald hated the falseness and hypocrisy and cruelty of that life. Fitzgerald lived a dazzling life full of parties, yet part of him knew that this sort of life was a complete sham. 

· Fitzgerald was disciplined as a writer, but was often unable to exercise that control.  In 1925, however, Fitzgerald managed to complete The Great Gatsby.

· Fitzgerald loved his wife Zelda more than anything, but also resented her for destroying his talent.  In the 1930’s Zelda began to suffer a series of mental breakdowns while his own alcoholism and failures of his writings plagued Fitzgerald.

· In Nov 1940, Fitzgerald suffered a heart attack and a 2nd one a month later.  At the age of 44, Fitzgerald died on Dec. 21, 1940, in California.

Gatsby
Nick Carraway, a young man from Minnesota, moves to New York in the summer of 1922 to learn about the bond business. He rents a house in the West Egg district of Long Island, a wealthy but unfashionable area populated by the new rich, a group who have made their fortunes too recently to have established social connections and who are prone to garish displays of wealth. Nick’s next-door neighbor in West Egg is a mysterious man named Jay Gatsby, who lives in a gigantic Gothic mansion and throws extravagant parties every Saturday night.

Nick is unlike the other inhabitants of West Egg—he was educated at Yale and has social connections in East Egg, a fashionable area of Long Island home to the established upper class. Nick drives out to East Egg one evening for dinner with his cousin, Daisy Buchanan, and her husband, Tom, an erstwhile classmate of Nick’s at Yale. Daisy and Tom introduce Nick to Jordan Baker, a beautiful, cynical young woman with whom Nick begins a romantic relationship. Nick also learns a bit about Daisy and Tom’s marriage: Jordan tells him that Tom has a lover, Myrtle Wilson, who lives in the valley of ashes, a gray industrial dumping ground between West Egg and New York City. Not long after this revelation, Nick travels to New York City with Tom and Myrtle. At a vulgar, gaudy party in the apartment that Tom keeps for the affair, Myrtle begins to taunt Tom about Daisy, and Tom responds by breaking her nose.

As the summer progresses, Nick eventually garners an invitation to one of Gatsby’s legendary parties. He encounters Jordan Baker at the party, and they meet Gatsby himself, a surprisingly young man who affects an English accent, has a remarkable smile, and calls everyone “old sport.” Gatsby asks to speak to Jordan alone, and, through Jordan, Nick later learns more about his mysterious neighbor. Gatsby tells Jordan that he knew Daisy in Louisville in 1917 and is deeply in love with her. He spends many nights staring at the green light at the end of her dock, across the bay from his mansion. Gatsby’s extravagant lifestyle and wild parties are simply an attempt to impress Daisy. Gatsby now wants Nick to arrange a reunion between himself and Daisy, but he is afraid that Daisy will refuse to see him if she knows that he still loves her. Nick invites Daisy to have tea at his house, without telling her that Gatsby will also be there. After an initially awkward reunion, Gatsby and Daisy reestablish their connection. Their love rekindled, they begin an affair.

After a short time, Tom grows increasingly suspicious of his wife’s relationship with Gatsby. At a luncheon at the Buchanans’ house, Gatsby stares at Daisy with such undisguised passion that Tom realizes Gatsby is in love with her. Though Tom is himself involved in an extramarital affair, he is deeply outraged by the thought that his wife could be unfaithful to him. He forces the group to drive into New York City, where he confronts Gatsby in a suite at the Plaza Hotel. Tom asserts that he and Daisy have a history that Gatsby could never understand, and he announces to his wife that Gatsby is a criminal—his fortune comes from bootlegging alcohol and other illegal activities. Daisy realizes that her allegiance is to Tom, and Tom contemptuously sends her back to East Egg with Gatsby, attempting to prove that Gatsby cannot hurt him.

When Nick, Jordan, and Tom drive through the valley of ashes, however, they discover that Gatsby’s car has struck and killed Myrtle, Tom’s lover. They rush back to Long Island, where Nick learns from Gatsby that Daisy was driving the car when it struck Myrtle, but that Gatsby intends to take the blame. The next day, Tom tells Myrtle’s husband, George, that Gatsby was the driver of the car. George, who has leapt to the conclusion that the driver of the car that killed Myrtle must have been her lover, finds Gatsby in the pool at his mansion and shoots him dead. He then fatally shoots himself.

Nick stages a small funeral for Gatsby, ends his relationship with Jordan, and moves back to the Midwest to escape the disgust he feels for the people surrounding Gatsby’s life and for the emptiness and moral decay of life among the wealthy on the East Coast. Nick reflects that just as Gatsby’s dream of Daisy was corrupted by money and dishonesty, the American dream of happiness and individualism has disintegrated into the mere pursuit of wealth. Though Gatsby’s power to transform his dreams into reality is what makes him “great,” Nick reflects that the era of dreaming—both Gatsby’s dream and the American dream—is over.

